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On Justification, 


How should man be just with God! Jobix. 2 


This great question has been agi- 
tated in every age, and among 
every people. Even where human 
nature has risen but little above 
the brutes, altars have been erected, 
processions made, and various ex- 
pedients adopted, to propitiate an 
offended Deity. Man, indeed, can 
never cease to consider himself an 
accountable being, nor can he, 
without extinguishing in him all 
the lights of reason and conscience, 
divest himself of solicitude upon 


the awful contingencies of that. 
state to which the dissolution of | 


his mortal frame will introduce 
him. ‘These are natural sentiments, 


the necessary result of that reason — 


which is born within us, the re- 


mains of that impression once writ-. 


ten upon the heart by the finger of 


God; and though this divine au- , 


tography which once shone in man, 
has been blotted and defaced by his 
fall, it has been always so legible 
as to teach him, that as a sinful 
and dependent being, he stood in 
need of mercy and help from God. 

The most common method by 
which men have attempted to ap. 
pease the anger of Deity and to 
render ‘him propitious, appears to 


have been that of animal sacrifiees. | 


Vol. L.....No. 1] 


| 


2 


| High God ? 





) The origin of this practice cannot 


be accounted for on the principlesof 
natural reason, and must therefore be 
referred to revelation, the tradition- 
ary traces of which are found to 
exist in every part of the globe.* 
‘Wherewith shall | come before the 
Lord and bow myself before the 
Shall I come before 
him with burat offerings, with 
calves of a year old? Shall 1 give 
my first born for my transgression 2 
W ill the Lord be pleased with thou- 
aands of rams, or with ten thousand 
iivers of oil, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul?’ ‘This is the 
anxious inquiry of buman nature. 
The principle being once admitted, 
that sacrifices availed for the remia 
sion of sin, and for procuring the di- 
vine favour, it followed by easy and 
natural consequence, that the offering 
must be the more acgeptable in 

* In opposition to the sentiment, that 
the Mosaic sacrifices originated in hus 
man invention, and were accoramodated te 
the Jewish prejudice, see Magee’s Illustra- 
tions, p. 26, a work well worthy of the pe- 
rusal of every Christian orscholar. ‘No 
one ceremony can be produced,” says 
Shuckford, **common to the religion ot 
Abraham and Moses, and to that of the 
heathen nations, but it may be found, that 
it was used by Abraham or Moses, or 
by some of the true worshippers of God, 
earlier than by any of the heathen na- 
tions, Connexion, vol, i. p. $17. 
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proportion to its value. Hence the 
custom of sacrificing human vic- 
tims. Among the Athenians it 
was usual to sacrifice a victim 
every year, after loading him with 
dreadful curses, that the wrath of 
the gods might fall upon him, and 
be turned away from the rest of the 
citizens. ‘The Egyptians sacrificed 
yearly a young and beautiful virgin 
by throwing her, decked in ber 
most beautiful attire, into the river 
Nile. ‘The practice appears to 


have prevailed in Rome as late as/[ 


the time of ‘Trajan. In short there 
is no nation mentioned in history, 
which has not been guilty of mak- 
ing the blood of its citizens to flow 


in religious ceremonies.* These 
facts clearly show the universal 


consent of mankind, that some- 
thing besides repentance was want- 
ing to render men acceptable to 
Giod, and to confirm the declara- 
tion of Porphyry, that “ there was 
wanting some universal method of | 
delivering men’s souls which no sect 
or philosophy had ever yet fouud 
out.” 

That the werld by wisdom never 
knew, and never can know God, is 
a matter of fact which can be} 
cleafly proved by the history of 
man. The proper way to try the) 
question, is to take human reason 
in those places where it has not en- 
joyed the light of the gospel. ‘Take 
it on its favoured and chosen soil— 
in Greece and Rome. Here we 
may bope to find it exerting its 
highest perfection, unbiassed and 
uncorrupted by those trammel- and 
prejudices, which, it is alleged, 
revelation has iinposed on our mo- 
dern faculties. Their oratory, po- 
etry and science have been the de- 
light and admiration of every suc- 
ceeding age; but in matters of re- 
ligion what shameful absurdities 
do we not perceive? The grossest 


* See a number of interesting 
cited by Dr. Magee, ut supra. 


facts 


atiou, JUNE, 
vices were practised and consecrat- 
ed; the most sacred parts of their 
religion were the most impure, and 
were reason now to judge of it, it 
could approve only of the modesty 
with which it transacted its cere. 
monies in secret, and veiled them 
from public observation. 
‘those nations also now in exist- 
ence which have not the light of 
the gospel. The Chinese and Hin- 
doos have made great progress ino 
‘the arts of life, but in religion they 
are involved in great idolatry and 
‘blind superstition. What reason 
I have we to believe, that if we were 
‘left to ourselves, we should be 
guided into truth and pure religion 
iby that which has led all others 
‘into error and idolatry? he an- 
swer to this question is so plain, 
‘that if the present advocates for the 
‘omnipotence of human reason would 
‘act Ingenuously, they would ac- 
‘knowledge themselves indebted to 
revelation for that light which they 
now unjustly ascribe to natural ree- 
son. Upon what other principle 
Hean it be accounted for, that there 
|is so much pure morality where the 
‘gospel is known, and so little where 
itis not known ? 

Far be it from us to derogate un- 
luly from the powers of reason. It 
3 no disparagement of the eye te 
say that it cannot see without light, 
uor Of reason, that, however per- 
feet, it cannot know without in- 
(struction. Itis no reflection upon 
your reason to say that it cannot 
‘Know what is passing in my mind, 
|nor ought it to be offensive to it to 
say, that it cannot of itself dis- 
cover the mind and will of God, or 
-unde:*‘and all the mysteries con- 
nected with any revelation which 
he may choose to make known. 

* Reason is that which knows; 
but instruction is the cause of its 
knowing: and it would be as ab- 
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surd to make the eye give itself 
light because it sees with the light, 
lag to make reason instruct itself 





"lake . 


wy + 
Fay > 
wee 

ee ee <v: * 


ee 


— 








_— 


> a RRR 








A 


a a a ae ss acelin 








1820. On Just 


because it knows by instruction. 
The phrase, therefore, “ light of rea- 
son,” seems to be au improper one ; 
since reason is not the light but an 
organ for the light of instruction 
to act upon; and a mau may as 
well take a view of things upon 
earth in a dark night by the light] 
of his own eye, as pretend to dis- 
cover the things of Heaven in the 
night of nature, by the light of his 
own reason: nor do we derogate 
from the perfection of reason, when 
we affirm that it cannot know with- 
out instruction, any more than we 
derogate from the perfection of the 
eye when we deny it has the power 
of seeing in the dark. ’* 

Reason may canvass every part 
of the ground upon which revela- 
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ispirita and to eternity, should be 
accessible to our understandings 
As far as our capacities euable us 
‘to judge, we perceive that all the 
works of God are works of wisdom. 
It is fair, therefore, to infer, presump- 
| tively that the same fitness and 
propriety belong to those subjects 
which are too high and great to 
be measured by hunat’ understand- 
‘ing; and to this may be added the 
[positive argument drawn from the 
natural notion we haye of the Di- 
vine perfections, to show that it is 
as true of the works of grace as ot 
‘the works of nature, that “in wie 
‘dom God hath ordained them all.” 
| We know not perleetly, nor is it 
-material that we should, how for- 


} 


viveness of sins is connected with 





tion claims its credence; it may | 


jealously scrutinize the credentials) 
by God to be the medium through 


which attest its divine original; 
but, having been convinced that 
the Divine Legislator bas here 
spoken, let it not presumptuously 
attempt to decide upon the fitness 
or unfitness of what is revealed— 
let it not stumble at the apparent, 
discrepancy of some parts, or the 
incomprehensible mysteriousuess ol 
others; but learn from the analo- | 


the sacrifice of Christ; it is enough 
for us to huow that this is declared 


which we are to be saved. * Even 


} 30, Father, for so it seemed good.’ 


'* God, so loved the world as to give 
his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
\perish but have everlasting life.’ 
‘l'o those who would find fault with 
| this plan of mercy we would reply 
by asking them what other substi- 


gies of nature, that though these tute they would propose? Is it 


things are high beyond our com- 
prehension, the difficulty may arise, 
not from the nature of the things | 
themselves, but from the finite ca- 


pacity of the human intelleet.— | 


‘l’o require ol reason that it should 
comprehend and explain the es- 
sence and modes of revealed sub- 
jects, is to require what it is un- 
able to effect in regard to the most 


i 


suid that we have a_ sufficient 
pledge in the mercy of God to as- 
sure us of favour and happiness? 
“Bat if we throw aside revelation, 
how can the merey of God be de- 
monstrated 2 It cannot be deduced 
from his works of creation, ‘The 
eruption of burning mountains, the 
devastations of earthquakes and 
tornadoes, and the angry fires and 





simple and obvious objects in na | 
ture. If there be a yast dispro-! 


portion between the works of God, | 
globe, would rather jnduce the con- 


and the capacities of man, it can- 


thunderbolts of Heaven, which  of- 
ten overwhelm with dismay and 
destruction the inhabitants of the 


not be presumed, that a knowledge | trary belief.* Mf we turn to the hu- 


of the divine counsela and of the)! 


subjects relating to * “A part how small of the terraqueous 


mysterious 


globe 
Ts tenanted by man? The rest @ waste ; 


* HWarris’s Apology for certain sents men || Rocks, deserts, frozen seas, aur i burning 


at Oxiord, 


sands, 
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man condilion and consider the }! 
pains and sorrows and calamities 
common to all, the same conclusion 
geeme to follow. Go to the cradle 
and behold the infant who never 
yet has openly sinned writhing in} 
agony of pain and suffering. Go 
to the hospital where thousands 
lie with mangled limbs, and racked | 
with fierce pains, responding to} 
each others’ groans.” What is this | 
world but a great charnel-house—a 
burying place for the children of 
wen? Here death comes in at any 
moment to interrupt the enjoyments 
of our domestic circle, to snatch 
from our fond embrace the dearest 
and tenderest object of our love, 
and turns at once the house of joy 
into the house of mourning and 
woe. He enters alike the palace 


Wild haunts of monsters, poisons, stings 
and deaths ; ° 

Such Is ea incboly map? 

More sad! this earth is 

So bounded are its haughty lord’s delights 

To woe's wide empire; where deep 
bles toss, 

Loud sorrows bowl, envenomed passionsbite, 

Ravenous calamities our vitals seize, 

And threatening tate wide opens to de- 
vour.” Young. Book 1. p, 8. 


but far 
a true nap of man: 


rth's me! 


woue- 


@ occecececcsee-Linmediately a place 

Before his eyes appeared, sud, uoisome, 
dark, 

A lazar-house itseemed, wherein where laid 

Numbers of all diseased, all maladies: 

Or ghastly spasm, ox racking torture, 
qualins, 

Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kinds, 

Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 

Intestine stone aud ulcer, cole pangs, 

Demoniet phrenzy, moping melancholy, 

And moon struck madness, pining atrophy, 

Marasimus, and wide wasting pestilence, 

Dropsies, und asthmas, and joint-racking 
Fale aiiiS. 

Dire was the tossing, deep the groans; 
Despair 

Tended the sick, busiest from couch to 
couch ; 

And over them triumphing Death, his dart 

Shook but delayed to strike, though oft 
invoked 

‘With vows, as their chief good, and final 
hope. 
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‘aad the cottage; and often passing 
by the aged, the decrepid, the base 
‘and worthless, singles out as his 
|victim the youth, the pride and 
| Support of his family, and a nation’s 
hope. Here we see the apparently 
| good and deserving, distressed and 
|ruined, blasted by calumny, over- 
borne by adversily, while the proud, 
the profligate riot on his ruins and 
/prosper in the world. Viewed by 
all the light which reason alone 
(can shed upon them, these things 
would lead to the conviction that 
the affairs of this world were either 
‘leit to the contingencies of a blind 
chance, or else were direcied by 
some cruel and relentlesss being. 
Can reason show cause why these 
‘scenes of disorder and suffering 
, will net be perpetuated beyond the 





grave?) Upon the abstract prinei- 
ple of justice the degree of punish- 
jjment cannot allect the argument, 
‘since it is as just to inflict unde- 
lserved punishment for a year or for 
‘eternity, as fora da or an hour.— 
|The same argument which would 
claim exemption from punishment 
heyond the grave, upon the ground 
of merey, would render the same ex- 
jemption necessary in the present 
state of things. Upon any other 
principles than those of revelation 
the administrations of God are in- 
explicable, and are utterly irr-con- 
|cileable with any notions we have 
of mercy. Revelation clears up 
these mysteries and vindicates the 
Divine procedure, by showing us 
that this life is a state of probation 
and discipline, and that all its evils 
/may be rendered subservient to our 
everlasting welfare. Without this 
light we can have no assurance 
either of the merey of God or ol 
the manner by which it may be at- 
tained. 

The same considerations may be 


* Pallida mors equo pulsat pede 
rum taberuas 


paupes 








Regumaue tures. Hor. Carm. iv, li, 7. 25 
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applied to the notion which repre-| inaccessible to human observation. 
gents repentance as available to our) Vried by this law, every mouth 
acceptance with God. Every day's! will be stopped and all the world 
experience convinees us that re-. will be found guilty before God.— 
pentance canoot obviate the effects |) Hy the deeds of the law. shall ne 
of intemperance and other vices, flesh be justilied: for by the law 
on the human constitution. Can) is the knowledge of sin. All have 
any one prove, that our experience | sinned, and come short of the glory 
will be different in another world?) of God. But we are ‘justified free- 
“The justice and goodness of God) ly by his grace, through the redemp- 
are not necessarily concerned, in, tion that is in Christ Jesus,’ 
virtue of a sinner’s repentance, to) | 70 be continued, } 
remove all evil consequent upon \ 
sin in the next life, or else the ar- 
rangement of events in this, has : 
.* Some few years since, a truly re 
not been regulated by the dictates i been pn Sraphasrs, 2 
ee ” igious and intelligent lady was very 
of justice and goodness. sinha ute bs 4 uhiesaal 
in what way, in truth, can de-|_ ay rare Se Peres pee 
: (to unite herself with the followers 
liverauce from punishment be sup-' Mr. Wesley. Alt Rimes se: 
posed to be connected with repent-| ¥ - I. al as 2 an . ee 
ance’? If our obedience were pure | sn er na pe ie ae = 
and perfect, it could do no more | "0!" ae ry pagent at ee re 
than answer the present obligations , sented - The, one — oe - 
of justice. “ We may as well al-| ie | ; se : f mee es a . 
firm,” says @ learned divine, “ that | ; " greene. ‘ re ee eee 
ents Ginmned chilies: sein ee et her doubts, and confirmed in 
; jher attachment to the established 
present sins, as that our preseat | sieeeak a" bie | 
obedience makes amends for ante- | °"'UTS™ oe GRC Ae oe 
= _ sWers are subjoined. 
cedent trausgressions. But our er elt eee 
obedience is of itself imperfect and | eGo? — “— et a ein 
can have no claim to merit, nothing P weber oy ss 5 my Semge ves might 
upon which we may claim justifiea- | ai 7 ) ‘spe — missaderstond, 
tion. By the law of reason as well | whe only change which has been 
as ol scripture, all have sinned—all | a aay ateieetie 
are guilty belore God. How, in-| Questions proposed. 
deed, in the emphatical language|| 1, What is it to be ‘born again ?? 
of Job, ‘ How should man be just | (John iii. 3.) 
with God” is there one who can|| 2. How can we be assured thal 
sustain the scrutiny of that pierce: | this work is accomplished in us ? 
ing eye which sees into the ininost)| 3. What foundation from Scrip- 
recesses of the heart’ In his sight) ture have we to believe that we may 
our very thoughts and desires are as) in this life be assured of our salva- 
substantial and real as our outward | tion, or that our sins are forgiven ? 
actions. ‘The very first shadow of 4. May we believe that a convic- 
an evil thought, the first stirrings of| tion of forgiveness of sins in thie 
an impure imagination, the imper- || life is offen. or ever, an instanta- 
fect embryos of sin, are visible|/ neous operation of the spirit, #0 
helore him with whom we have to} strong and clear as not to be mis- 
do. And therefore, hia law, like|| taken by the person so operated tp- 
hia knowledge, searches every cor-||on? or is it more frequently a gra- 
ner of ihe heart, judges aod con-||dual work, by which the whole sgul 
demn3 those secret sins which are) ig drawo to God? 
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5. Caw we not be in a state of | 
salvation without the conviction 
that our sins are forgiven ? 


6. Has true faith in Christ these | 


It NF, 


have, in substance, tle same mean- 
ing. 

2. By referring to the proof point- 
edoutinthe New-Testament, which 


two fruits inseparably attending it; {will be explained in answering the 


dominion over sin, and constant 


peace from a sense of forgiveness? | 


-——- 


eum 


Answers. 

1. The Scriptures, 1 apprehend, 
unequivocally and most strongly | 
inculeate the two following facts.— | 
Ist. That in consequence of our 


next question. 

3. Every person who is ‘ bora 
again,’ ‘ renewed in the spirit of his 
mind,’ &c. is scripturally authorized 
to consider himself to be in a state 
of salvation; in which state he is 
also warranted to regard himsell as 
continuing, so long aa, by the divine 


= 


first parents having revolted from |grace, be is enabled habitually to 


God, surrendering themselves to the 
direction of the devil, and breaking 
the divine command which was to 
be the trial of their fidelity; all 
maokind inherit a fallen and corrupt 
nature, a nature prone to sin, and 
alienated from the love and s¢rvice 


of God.—2d. That in order fer an’ 
salvation | 
through Christ, this original corrupt 
radical | 


individual to receive 


nature must undergo a 
change, and must be sanctified’, that 


is to say, if must be rendered by the | 


operation of the Spirit of God es-' 


sentially and totally different from! 


exhibit the genuine evidences of a 
regenerate state; in other words, 
laithiully to perform the appointed 
conditions of salvation. 

A person who wishes to satisfy 
himself whether he is ‘ born again,’ 
&e. &c. or in other words, whether 
he is in a state of salvation, must 
apply for inlormation to the Scrip- 
tures; that is to say, he must in- 
quire what are the marks which the 


persons who are ia a state of salva- 
tion; and must then examine whe- 
ther, at present, those marks are 


what it was: it must be rendered | lairly applicable to himself. 


wholly abhorrent from. sin, wend, 
warmly disposed to the service and | 
love of God and Christ. This, 
change is described in the New | 
‘Testament under various figuralive | 
expressions, calculated partly to de- | 
note the extreme magnitude of it, 
and partly to indicate ts kind and 
effect. Thus it is termed to be * born 
again, ‘ to be born again of the Spi- 
rit” John, tii. 3—5. 1 Peter, i. 23. 
‘'To be a new creature.’ 2. Cor. v. 
17. Gal. vi. 15. ‘To put olf the 
old man which is corrupt, and to be 
renewed in the spirit of our mind.’ 
iphes. iv. 22, 23. To put on the 
mew man, which, after God, is creat- 
ed in righteousness and true holi- 
ness.’ Eph. iv. 24. ‘To be trans- 
formed by the renewing of our 
roinds.’ Rom. xii. 2. ‘lo be saved 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghost.’ 
‘itus, iit. 5: all which expressions 





I do not conceive that there is 
a single text in Seripture, which, 
if rightly interpreted, (that is to 
say, interpreted according to the 
geveral scope of the passage in 
Which it stands, and to other parts 
of Scripture) direets a person to re- 
fer for the decision of these points 
te internal impulses; or to other si- 
milar sensations, by whatever names 
they may be denominated, which 
inaby pious people regard as special 
tokens that their sins are forgiven, 
and consequently that they are ina 
state of salvation. If there is no 
such direction in Scripture, to rely 
on these impulses is unwarranted, 
and must, therefore. be unsafe. 

When we consider the extreme 
of credulity to which, on subjects 
‘unconnected with religion, experi- 
_ence has repeatedly shown that the 





| human imagination may be carried ; 


Scriptures give as descriptive of | 
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how easily people of warm concep- 
tions may persuade themselves, that 
they teel what they wish to fee!; 


how much all internal feelings are | 


liable to be produced, or to fluctu- 


ate, according to the state of the) 
nerves and spirits, according to bodi-— 


ly health aud constitution, acocord- 
ing to the natural liveliness or slow- 
ness of the fancy, according to the 
strength and sobriety, or the weak- 
ness and hastiness, of the judgment; 
we must regard it, { think, as an in- 


. . . t 
stance of mercy and loving-kind- | 


ness in God, that he has not refer- 
red us, on the most important of all 
subjects, to internal impressions, 
which must, apparently, be so du- 
bious and uncertain; and, according 
to their presence or absence, might 
excite groundless confidence = or 
groundless despair. 

‘The Scriptures have given us a 
clearer and safer criterion. ‘They 
reler us to solid facts; to a plain 
rule, which we cannot mistake but 
by our own fault. In various pas 


sages, they deseribe * lhe fruits of 


the spirit’—the dispositions of heart, 
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| (God and bis neighbour, is born of 
i God.” I John, iv. 7. * This is the 
j love of God, that me keep his com- 
muatndments.’ 1 John, v. 3. * He that 
| Keepeth his (Christ's) Conmmametnents, 
dwelleth in him.’ | John, iii. 24. *18 
any man love the world—the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
+ prude of life—the love of the Father 
is not in him.’ 1 John, it. 15, 16. 
'* The fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, and righteousness, and 
truth? Ephes. v. 9. ‘Ifa man love 
_ me, he nill kecp my words ; he that 
. foveth me nol, keepeth not my say- 
ings.’ John, xiv. 23, 24. ‘If we 
he that we have fellowship with 
(him, and walk in darkness, we he- 
‘but if we walk in the licht, the blood 
‘of Jesua Christ cleanseth us from 
| allsin.’ 1 John, i. 6, ‘The fruit 
| of the Spirit is love, pan peace, lony- 
| suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
1 meckness, temperance.’ Gal. v. 23, 2. 
' From these and numerous other 
passages of seripture which might 
have beep produced, it is manifest, 
that the staudard, by which we are 
directed to Jearn, and may learn, 


and the consequent course of lite, | whether we are jn a state of salva- 
w hich distinguish those persons ; tion, is this—to examine, ani judge 
who are in a state of salvation. Let. fairly, whether a fecvent love, through 
a person exainine his own beart and faith of Ged, and on Redecmer prov- 
life impartially, as before God, avd | ing itself, by the onh; true test, a life 
compare them with the characteris- | of habitual holiness, be the grand 
tic descriptions givea in the New- | predominant principle which fills our 
‘Testament of the righteous. If heart and directs our uctions : if that 
they agree with those descriptions, he so, Weare ‘born again; we live 
he may humbly entertain a just con-' unto God and Christ, not to our- 
fidence that he isin a state of salva- i selves, the world, the flesh, and the 
tion; if they do not, he must con-| devil; we are ina state of salvation, 
clude the contrary. and the grace of God will maintain 
‘He that dveth rizitcowsness, is|\ us therein, if we ourselves, stead- 

righteous.” 1 John, iii. 7. * They! fastly labour to persevere, through 
that are Christ's, have crucifiud the | his grace in faith, and piety, and 
ficsh with the affections and lust;.\ holiness unto death. Lf any other 
Gial. v. 24. He that docth my com- principle than this be our ruling 
mandments, he it is that loveth me.’| principle, or if we are balancing he-- 
John, xiv. 21. * Ye are my friends.! tween this and any other principle, 
it ye do what I command you.’ John,) we ave not in a state of salvation. 

xv. 14. ‘Every one that “ale. 4. It would be presumptuous to 
rightcousness is born of God. limit the proceedings of God; and, 
John, fii, WO. ‘ Every one that loveth’ theretore, it would be too much to 
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aay, that in no case will God at pre- 
gent operate on the heart of an in- 
dividual, an instantaneous convice 
tion of the forgiveness of his sins; 
but | know no reason for expecting 
such an event. In the days of the 
Apostles, when miraculous evidence 
was necessary for the introduction 
of Christianity, and was given in 
various shapes, miraculous convic- | 
tions were consistent with the gene- | 
ral plan, which God thought fit to) 
pursue, in order to evince the truth | 
of the new religion. When other’ 
miracles ceased, as being no longer 
necessary, there seems no reason in 
the nature of the thing itself, nor | 
any foundation in Scripture, for ex- | 
pecting miraculous convictions to! 
be continued. God bas abandantly 
provided a certain and an intelligi- 
ble criterion (see under the answer 
to question 3,) by which a person 
may judge whether he is in a state 
of salvation, (that is to say, whether 
his sins are forgiven.) or not. ‘The 
Scriptures speak of no other crite. 
rion. For both these reasons it is 
highly improbable that any other 
criterion, (as a sndden impression, 
&c.) will be granted, or can safely 
be trusted. 

5. If by the ‘ conviction that our 
sins are forgiven, be here meant a 
conviction by an internal impulse, 
this question is answered, I pre- 
stime, by the preceding observations. 

1 think that a satisfactory judg- 
ment may be formed, whether we 
are in a state of forgiveness and sal- 
vation or not, by trying our hearts 
and lives by the scriptural standard, 
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faith, producing habitual holiness ; 
so that sin, though not extinguished 
and exterminated, is kept down in 
subjection; is continually fought 
against; rarely gets an advantage 
except by surprise; and when it is 
perceived to have gained an advan- 
tage, is followed by true repentance. 
A dominion over sin, in this sense, 
though it may admit, within some 
latitude, of degrees, is, 1 think, a 
necessary fruit of true faith in 
Christ; and is the proof by which 
the individual onght to try and 
judge of hia state. 

‘Peace and joy’ are repeatedly 
mentioned in the Scriptures as 
‘fruits of the Spirit, and attendants 
on righteousness, (see Romans, xiv. 


| 17.xv. 13. Gal. v. 22.) and will 


commonly pervade the mind, when 
full examination, in the method al- 
ready specified, may afford reason- 
able confidence, that we are at pre 
sent in a state of salvation. But it 
will not unfrequently happen, in the 
case of persons of weak spirits and 
tender consciences, that, even when 
the heart is uneqoivocally and un- 
reservedly devoted to Christ, anxiety 
will occasion distressing doubts 
and fears on the subject of salva- 
tion; and these doubts and fears 
may, perhaps, be permitted, and em- 
ployed, by Providence, for the very 
purpose of putting to the proof the 
faith and persevering dependence 
of the individual. Where persever- 
ing faith and obedience are found, 
I apprehend that ‘peace and joy’ 
are almost invariably known to ul- 
timately follow. 
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as has already been explained. 

6. By “ dominion over sin,” and 
Similar other phrases in the New- 
Testament, I do not conceive to be 
signified a state of sinless perfection ; 
for such a state, I think the Serip- 
tures unequivorally pronounce to 
be unattainable upon earth. [ un-| 
derstand them to imply a state, in, 
which the predominant and ruling 
Hy principle of the heart and life is 
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Dear Sir, 

The subject of one of my last 
letters suggests something fo me 
that I think important to all ration- 
al believers; but more especially 
30 to those who sustain the charac- 
ter of teachers in thg church of 
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God. The thing that I mean is. 
method or system, not only in 
conducting a discourse, but in prose- 
cuting the study of Christian divini- 
tv. - have known some writers, 
among whom I recollect Mr. Law 
that had a good many hard things 
to say about systematic divinity, 
as if it cramped the spirit of devo- 
tion, and forced the seripture into 
a meaning which, if left to them. 
selves, they would abhor. This 
may be true in some cases; but 
however that be, | know very well 
that the body of Chrisiian doctrine, 
like all other bodies has its mem 
bers—that those members are con- 
nected in an orderly manner, and 
that those who wish to be fur- 
nished with any true Knowledge of 
this sort should trace this connex- 
ion, and get acquainted with the 
several parts in the relation that 
they stand into one another. = It is 
not reasonable to think that God 
should construct the visible crea- 
tion with such order and nice ad- 
justment of all its parts, teaching 
us to conceive of his wisdom by the 
regularity of his works, and that he 
at the same time should manitest 
no order, no congruity, in’ that 
sublimer creation, which is caleu_ 
lated for the display of all his per- 
fections, and the most intimate 
knowledge of his mature that the 
human understanding is capable of. 
No; there is a harmony, there is 
a fitness in the scheme of divine 
revelation, that not only recom. 
inends it to our reason, but excites 
our admiration, and gradually ad- 
vances us to the summit of intel- 
lectual excellence. ‘Then never 
let us be so injurious to Gud, or to 
ourselves, as to neglect this evi 
dence that he has given of his wis- 
dom, and thereby rob our own un. 
derstanding of its share in the buei- 
ness of our salvation. 

I observe that those who do not 
eordially receive the peculiarities 


of the gospel, have very little no- 
Vol. 1...No. 11 
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word. 
}a matter of study consists of parts, 
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| tion of digesting doctrines, or lay- 
‘ing them together as the constitu- 
ents of a complete body. What- 
‘ever they meet with beyond the 


. limits of natural religion, they are 


very apt to treat as a mere figure 
or an illustration, or, perhaps, a 
groundless fiction. Thus, while on 
the one hand they are ashamed to 
profess themselves the devotees of 
their own reason, either in the form 
of Pagan or French philosophy, on 
the other hand, they are so disaf- 


fected toward the doctrines of the 


bible, that they never put them- 


selves to the pains of forming die 


tinct notions of them; and of course 


are quite unprepared to make any 
advantageous statement of them. 


Without system, nothing can be 
studied in the proper sense of the 
Every thing that becomes 


and must be understood by a suc- 
cessive consideration of those parts. 
If they are jumbled together with- 
out omler they have no constitution 
—no common character, and there- 
fore do not collectively claim any 
rational attention; but if, on the 
other hand, they are combined in 
a certain manner, and for a certain 
purpose, the parts must be all re- 
lated to one another in such a man- 
ner as will, in the nature of things, 
and in the conception of a well- 
judging mind, answer that purpose. 
in what tolerable sense of the word 
can we be said to know the nature 
of a machine, as long as we cannot 
tell what parts are essential to it, 
and what they severally contribute 
to the general effect? And as the 
maker of that machine must neces- 
sarily have put it together in the 
order in which it was to operate, 
beginning with the first mover, and 


soon till he arrived at that part 


which gives the final bias, or regu- 
lation to its motion; so he that in- 


tends to understand the construc- 


i | 


tion of such a machine must follow 
the design of the maker, throngh 
> 
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the same order of parts, until he} 
fairly arrives at the effect for which 
it was made. And thus the archi- 
tect of the universe had an end in 
view, as in all his works, so more 
especially in that series of revealed 
truths which constitute the body of 
Christian divinity; and so also 
must we, if we wish to become in- 
structed unto the kingdom of God, | 
enter into the design of that reve- | 
lation, and observe its progress 
through its successive methods, or 
expedients, until it issues in a com: | 
plete accomplishment. 

When we have acquainted our: | 
selves in this manner with the doc- 
trines of the gospel, we not only 
conceive them more happily, but! 
we ever alter recollect them more 
easily 
to lay hold on, we draw the whote. 
chain into view, and contemplate | 
its connexion and ils integrity at) 
pleasure. | 

Having previously settled, in our, 
own minds, the relation subsisting | 
between the various truths of re-, 
vealed religion, if we think of one 
of them we may easily, by means - 
of that relation, recollect them all; 
as by seeing the hand-writing, or 
any thing else peculiar to a man | 
that | am acquainted with, | recol- | 
lect him as completely as if he | 
were before my eyes. ‘his is no | 
trifling advantage; for if the mind | 
of a believer subsists upon religious 
truth, it is very desirable that he 
should be readily and plentitully | 
supplied with it; and by this method 
he will always have it at his’ 
call—not only prompt, but metho- | 
dical, and so disposed, as at the! 
kaine time to improve both his heart | 
and hia understanding. 

Although it would be misman- 
agement in the extreme to reduce | 
the living and powerful doctriaes | 
of the gospel to mere science, or 
theory, we cannot expect that they 
will sufficiently engage our under- 
standing and employ our thoughts, 
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unless we can view them in some 
rational order, and observe them 
growing up one out of another, suc- 
cessively, from their common ori- 
gin in the wisdom of God. Hence 
'when they may not happen to af- 
‘fect us by their immediate instru- 
_mentality to our salvation, they may 
“nevertheless recommend themselves 
hy the essential beauty of truth, 
and detain our attention as a matter 
of speculation, until they get with- 
he our feelings and affect our hearts 
‘by amore commanding, and indis- 
| pensible sort of importance. 

In reading the bible we often 
'grope in the dark, and frustrate our 
own desire of instruction by neg- 
lecting that latent scheme “which 
connects its parts, and combines 
them all in one general tendency 
‘to the true improvement and eter- 
nal happiness of the human soul.— 
In contemplating only one of the 
finest set of features that ever form- 
‘ed the human face divine, we should 
find very little, either to love or to 
‘admire, when, perhaps, the whole 
‘complexion would charm us to ex- 
tacy ; so there is many a passage of 





holy writ which.when considered 
alone, seems to have very little 


claim upon our attention, bat when 
considered in its due place and re- 
‘lation, a3 one of the constituents 
of a design in which the wisdom 
and love of God were equally con- 
, cerned, affects us with all the sen- 
| satious of beauty, harmony, and 
utility. 

But not only in reading the ori- 
ginals of Christian divinity, and in 
making ourselves acquainted with 
its various doctrines, shall we find 
it of use to observe method, and 
view them in the light of a system- 
atic arrangement. W e shall equal- 
ly experience its advantages in 
dealing out those doctrines to oth- 
lers, and applying the oracles of 
‘God to the edification of his church. 

In expounding a passage of scrip- 
‘ture without system, at best you 
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will do no more than a heathen) 
commentator might do. You may) 
interpret it grammatically, and logi.- 
cally, and morally, but you will, 
see nothing of the light that is re- 
flected upon it by kindred truths. 
and consequently cannot give a 
good account of it to your hearers. 
By the bye, | would just remind 
you of the miserable, stinted min-| 
istrations of those who find nothing 
but morality to iusist upon, and! 
alter gravely reading a text of 
scripture, flourish away in a dis-) 
course that might with equal pro- | 
priety be grounded upou a sentence | 
from ‘Tuily’s Offices. ‘hese indeed 
are not so much to be blamed for, 
wanting system, as for wanting di- 
Vinity altogether. 1 

‘There is only one thing more 
that 1 should mention to you be- 
fore I finish my letter, namely, that 
this observance of system in your 
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studies, will help you to method 
in your compositions, and enable 
you to digest the matter of your 
discourses in such a manner as will 
be easy to yourself, and instruc- 
tive to your hearers. Otherwise 
you will have neither beginning nor 
eod, and find yourself nonplus’d 
before you have given any toler- 
able account of your subject. 

My dear young friend, your good 
sense will have anticipated the 
most of my remarks; but as in con- 
versation, we do not expect always 
to say things entirely new, 80 in 
writing to you on a favourite and 
an interesting subject, 1 shall ex- 
pect to do little more than remind 
you of things which you know al- 
ready, and things which you are 
disposed to value, not on account 
of their novelty, but on account of 
their very singular importance. 

1 remain your's &¢. 
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Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary unto 


salvation ; 


The Holy Scriptures are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, aud is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproot, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 


the man of God may be perlect, 
works. 2 Tim. itt. 15—17. 


thoroughly furnished unto all good 


so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be prov- 
ed thereby, is not to be required by any man that it 
should be believed as an article of the faith, or be 


thought requisite or necessary unto salvation. 


name of the Holy 


In the 


Scripture do we understand those 


canonical books of the Old and New-'Vestament, of 
whose authority was never any doubt in the Church. 


Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel 


unto you, let him be accursed. Gal. 1. 8. 


To the law and to the 


testimony : if they speak not according to this word, i 1s because 
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there is no light in them. Isa. viii. 20. Ye shall not add unto the 
word which | command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it, 
that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which | 
command you. Deut. iv. 2. What thing soever | command you, ob- 
serve to do it; ye sball not add thereto, nor diniinish from it. Deut. 
iii. 32. In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. Viatth. xv. 9 For IL testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any 
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book; and if any man shall take away trom 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things that are written in this book. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 


And the other books as Hierome saith, the Church 
doth read for example of life, and instruction of man- 
ners; but yet duth it not apply them to establish any 
doctrine. All the Books of the New-Testament, as 
they are commonly received, we do receive and ac- 


count them canonical. 
ART. 7. 

The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for 
both in the Old and New-Testament, everlasting life 
is offered to mankind by Christ, 

Think not that 1 am come to destroy the law or the prophets; I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil For verily I say unto you, 
till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled. Matt. v.17, 18. God who at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son. Heb. 
i. 1,2. Search the Seriptures; tor in them ye think ye have eternal 
life ; and they are they which testify of me, had ye believed Moses 
ye would have believed me ; for he wrote of me. John, v.39, 46. All 
things must be fulfilled which were written, in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and wm the Psalms concerning me. Luke, xxiv. 44. 
For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by 
the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. Acts, xviii. 28. But now 
the righteousness of God, without the law, is manifested, being wit- 
neszed by the law, and the prophets. Rom. iii 21. Aecording to the 
revelation of the mystery—which is now made manifest, and by the 
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of 
faith Rom. xxi. 25, 26. 


who is the only Mediator between God and man, 


For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. &. 
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being both God, and man. 
fsee Article 2.] 

Wherefore they are not to be heard which feigs. 5, 

the old fathers did look only for transitory promises 


These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but hav- 
ing seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. For they which say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country. Now they desire a better country, that is an hea- 
veuly ; wherelore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
hath prepared for them a city. Heb. ix. 13, 14, 16. Moreover, 
brethren, | would not have you ignorant that all our fathers 
were baptized unto Moses in the cloud, and in the sea; and did all 
eat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink the same spiritual 
drink ; (for they drank of that spiritual Rock which followed them, 
and th: it tock was Christ) 1 Cor. x. 1—4. [See Homily on Faith, 
part i | 


Although the law given from God by Moses, as 
touching ceremonies and rites, do not bind Christian 
men, 

But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a school-mas- 
ter. Gal. iii. 25. Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage. Gal. v. 1. Let no man, therefore. judge you, in meat or 
in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the 


sabbath days which are a shadow of things to come; but the body 
ts of Christ. Gal. ii. 16, 17. 
nor the civil precepts thereof ought of necessity to be 
received in any commonwealth ; 
For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also of the law. Heb. vii. 12. 


yet notwithstanding no Christian man whatsoever is free 
from the obedience of the commandments which are 


called moral. 


Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, 
we establish the law. Rom. iii. 31. Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
God. 1 Cor. vii. 19. If ye tulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thysel!, ye do well, But 
if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced ot 
the law as transgressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do 
not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 
James, ii. 8--1]1. Owe no man any thing, but to love one auother : 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. Rom. xiil. 7. 
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ART. 8. ‘5 
, ..ee creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius’s Creed, 
the which is commonly calledthe Apostles’ Creed, 
weit thoroughly to be received and believed, for they 
may be proved by most certain warrants of holy Serip- 


ture. 
[ As the doctrines of the thirty-nine articles accord with the three 
creeds, the scriptures here produced as proofs are equally applicable 
to the articles and the creeds. | 


ART. 9. 
Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam, 
(as the Pelagians do vainly talk ;) 
Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 
sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression. Rom. v. 14. 


but it is the fault and corrruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the oftspring of 
Adam, ‘ 


Ht How then can man be justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
: that ts bornof a woman? Job, xxv. 4. Who can bring a clean 
ih j thing out of an unclean ? not one. Job, xxv. 4. Behold, 1 was shapen 
in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Ps. ii. 5. 
W herelore as by one wnan, sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
for if through the offence of one many be dead; much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many. For if by one man’s offence 
death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of 
, | grace, and of the gilt of righteousness, shall reign in life by one, 
fF) (Jesus Christ ;) ‘Therefore, as by the offence of our judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, 
Tg ts &c. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners : { 
Ten Bi 80 by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Rom. v. 
12, 15,17, 18, 19. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
' which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. Jobn, iii. 6. For | know that 
qi in me,(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing; for to will is pre- 
sent with me; but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 
Rom. v. 4,18. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 1 John i. 7. 


whereby man is very tar gone from original righteous- 
ness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. Gen. vi. 5. The imagination of man’s heart ts evil 
from his youth. Gen. viii. 20. The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desnerately wicked: whocan know it? Jer. xvii. 9. But 
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those things which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the 
heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies. Mat. xt. 13,19. The Lord looked down from heaven up- 
on the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, 
and seek God. They are all gone aside; they are all together be- 
come filthy ; there ia none that doeth good; no, not one. Ps. xv. 2, J. 
It is written there is none righteous, no not one. Rom, iil. 10. 


so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit ; 


For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary, the one to the other, so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would. Gal. v. 17. 


and, therefore, in every person born into this world, it 
deserveth God’s wrath and damnation. 


By the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemna 
tion. Rom. v. 18. The wages of sin is death. Kom. vi. 23. Among 
whom also we all had our conversation in times past, in the lusts of the 
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and of the mind; and) were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. Eph. ii. 3. Now 
we know that whatsoever things the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and 
that all the world may become guilty before God. Rom. iii. 19. 


And this infection of nature doth remain, yea in 
them that are regenerated; whereby the lust of the 
flesh, called in Greek Peavnece 5opKos which some do 
expound the wisdom, some sensuality, some the af- 
fecuon, some the desire of the flesh, is not subject to 
the law of God. 

For | know that in me, (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing; for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good Lt fiud not. 1 find then a law that when I would de 
good, evil is present with me. I see another law in my members, 
Warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin which is in my members. Rom. vii. 18, 
21,23. The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. 

And although there is no condemnation for them 
that believe and are baptized ; 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. Mark, xvi. 16. 
There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who waik not after the flesh, but after the spirit.— 
Rom. viii. 1. He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation ; but is passed from death unto life. John, v. 24. 

yet the Apostle doth confess that concupiscence and 


lust, hath of itself, the nature of sin. 
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Ie the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I bad not known sin but 
by the law: for | had not known lust, except the law had said. 
Thou shalt not covet. Rom. vii. 7. 


ART. 10. 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such 
that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own 
natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling 


upon God. 


They that are in the fiesh cannot please God. Rom. viii. 8.— 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. it. 14. Without me 
ye can do nothing. John, xv. 5. When we were yet without 
strength in due time, Christ died for the ungodly. Rom. v. 6. 


wherefore we have no power to do good works 
pleasant and acceptable to God without the grace of 
God by Christ preventing [that is going before] us; 
that we may have a good will, and working in us when 


we have that good will. 


And you bath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and 
sins. Eph. ii. 1. No man can come unte me except the Father 
who hath sent me draw him; and | will raise him up at the 
lastday. John vi. 44. It is God that worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure. Phil. ii. 13. No man can 
eay that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
Not that we are suflicient of ourselves, to think any thing, as of 
ourselves: but our sufficiency ts of God. 2. Cor. iii. 5 

ART. 11. 
We are accounted righteous before God only tor 


the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by 
faith ; and not for our own works or deservings. 


Therefore by the deed of the law, there shall no flesh be jus- 
tified in his sight; for by the law ts the knowledge of sin. But 
now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested. 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteous- 
ness of God which ts by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon 
all them that believe; for their is no difference: for all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified 
lreely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus; whom God hath set forth fo be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearanee of God. Rom. iii. 20 — 
25. Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom vi. And be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness which is of the law, but that 
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which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 


Giod by faith. Philip. iii. 9. 
Wheretore, that we are 
most wholesome doctrine, 


justified by fa th only, is a 
and very full of comfort ; 


as more largely is expressed in the homily of justifi- 


eation. 


For by grace are ve saved, through faith; and that not of 


yourselves; ots the gitt of 
should boast. by h. a 8, 
excluded. By what law 


% Where is 
Of works ? 


God. Not of works, lest any man 
hoasting then? It is 
Nay; but by the law of 


faith Therefore, we conelude that a man is justified by faith, 


without the deeds of the law) Rom. tii. 27, 28. 


the end of the 
Rom. x. 4. (Hom. Sd, Of 
Christ our Saviour. | 


For Christ is 


law for righteousness, to every one that believeth. 
the salvation of mankind by only 


( To be continued. ) 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Christian Puradoxes, 
From the Writings of Sir Francis Bacon, | 


A christian is one that: believes 
things his’ reason cannot compre: 
hend; he hopes tor those things 
which neither he nor any man alive 
ever saw. 

He believes himself freely pardon- 


ed, and yet a suflicient: salrsfaciion | 


was made for him. 
Ile believes himself to be pre- 


elous in God's sight, and ye loathes | 


himself in bis evn. He dares not 


justify himself even in those things | 


Wherein he ean find no fault with | 
himself, and yet believes God ac- 
cepts him in those services where- 
in he is able to find many fanits. 
‘The more injury his enemies do 


him, the more advantages he gains by | 
The more he forsakes wortd- | 


them. 
Sy things, the mere he enjoys them. 

He is the most femperate of all 
men, yet fares most lic rously. He 
lends and gives most Jreely, yet he 
is the greatest usurcr. 

He desires to have more vrace 
than any man hath in the world, 
yet is truly sorrowful wheu he seeth 
any man have less than himself. 

He knoweth, if he pl.ase man he 
cannot be the servant of Christ ; 


yet for Christ’s sake he pleaseth all, 8°53: 


men in all things. 
Vol. L...Noe. 1} 


| his Judge : 


j ruption and glory : 


He believes Christ to have no 
need of any thing he doth: yet mak- 
eth account that he doth relieve 
Christ, in all acts of charity. 
| He knoweth he can do nothing 
of himself. yet labours to work out 
‘his own salvation. 

He knoweth he shall not be 
saved by, not for his good works ; 
yet he doth all the good works he can. 

lle knoweth God’s providence is in 
call things, yet is as diligent in his 
calling and business as if he were 
to cut out the thread of his happi- 
ness. 

He thinks sometimes that the or- 

dinances of God do him no rood; 
i} yet he would rather part with his 
life than be deprived of them. 
The world will sometimes account 
him a sail, when God accounteth 
chim a hypocrite; and afterwards, 
when th world brandeth him tor a 
hypecrue, then God owneth him for 
a saing, 

His Advocate, his Surety, shall be 
his mortal part shall be- 
come tmmertal ; and what was sown 
corruption, shall he raised in imcor- 
and a finite crea- 
lure shall possess an infinite happi- 
Glory be to Gou. 
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Anecdote of Dr. Young. author of the a 
Thoughts. 

Dr. Cotton who was intimate with 
him, paid him a visit about a fort- 
night before be was seized with his 
last illness. 
in perfect health. The antiquity 
of hie person, the gravity ot bis ut- 
terance, and the earnestness with 
which he discoursed about religion 
gave him, in the Doctor's eye, the 
appearance of a Prophet. Vhey 
had been delivering their seuti- 
meuots upon Newton's book on the 
Prophecies, when Young closed the. 
couterence thus: “ My triend, there 
are two considerations on which my 


Rock. The fall of man, the re- 
demption of man. and the resurree 
tion of man. the three cardinal arti- 
cles of our religion, are such as hu- 
man ingenuity could never have 
invented, therefore they must be 
divine. The other argument 
this: if the prophecies have been 
fultilled, (of which there is abundant | 


is 


but be the word of God; and if the | 
scripture is the word of God, chris- 
tianity must be true. 


[Christian Guardian. 





Part of Psalm 90th Paraphrased, 


ee 


For the Repertory. 


No soover time his hasty flight began, 


od 


care, 
Fled to his arms and smiled serenely there ; 
And the sane goodness and almighty pow’! 


before. 


Before the skies their ambient arch dis- 
play’d, 

Or the foundations of the world were laid, 
Jehovah filled his everlasting throne, 

Jn boundless bliss, unrivall’d, and alone: 
And when the sun forgets to rule the aay, 
And a s rolling wheels shal] cease to 
play. 





: Poetry. 


The old man was then 


faith in Christ is built as upon a. 


demonstration.) the scripture cannot | 


And the warin clod was moulded into man; | 
Than man commenced his God's peculiar | 


Beam on the race, which beain’d on one | 


JUNE, 


(| Tn undiminish’d pomp he shall remain, 
And vast eternity shall be his reign. 


Lerd! as our lives were kindled by thy 
breath, 

So at ty pleasure we resign to death, 

Quit all the gay distinctions once we wore, 

Sink to our dust, and rise to earth no more, 

The tedious travel of a thousand years 

Before thine all-enfolding view appears, 

| Short as the transient hours of yester light, 

Or the lust watch that bolts the cates of 
night. 





| As rivers, swoll’n with fierce de scending 


rains, | pli wins, 
O’ertop their banks, and rush into the 
| Bound, foam, and thunder with ten pestu- 

| ous force, 


| And spread re sistless 11 avage in thee course, 
So froin life’s careless walks with headlong 

{away. 
our lives 


sway 
Death’s sudden torrent sweeps 


| As flow’ss when morn’s first splendours 
gild the shies 

(Charm in the dew-drops, and in verdure 
' rise, | wear, 
) So, while our race their youthful beauties 
| Vigour and joy on every brow opera; 

| But eve the sun withdraws his ev’ning tay, 
| They droop and wither in their last decay. 


Our sins that red with flagrant horrors rise, 
| Stretch to the lowest hell, and scale the 
| skies, | plaing 
i NumProus as stars that strew th’ ethereal 
Or sands that bound the billows of the 
main, 
Stand al! unfolded to Jehovah's sight, 
Though wrapt from mortals in impervious 
night. 


it 


O dread Jehovah ! who can ever know 
The weight of vengeance in thine angry 
brow? 

| Ee’n fear scaree images thy funds of ire, 
, || And thought flies slower than thy darted 
fire. 


| 





} Then teach me, Maker, the celestial skill 
To measure life, and life’s demands fulfil, 
! That Death for me may take the Seraph’s 

charms, 
And I enraptur’d rush into his arms, 
Shake off this cumbrous clod, and wing 
my way 
To a blest mansion in the realms of day. 


MAGDALENA- 





! 














1320. 
Translation of Master's Greek Ode on the Cra 
calixion 

f. ommnunicated for 


the Repertory } 


Enough of rantured fancy’s trivial lays; 


The lvre to solemn sounds devotion! 


strings: | praise, 
To solema sounds, and mingling tears with 


The Kis : 


To thee <: blime, unbounded and unknown, |! 


W hose name, pre-umptuous reason scans 
in vain, 

To thee, vhile an 
throne, 

Where first shall man be 


[strain 
gin the daring 


} 


Nor Mah, WOr ineel canmy theme disclose 


My thesne,t pthsolmerey yet untried ; 
A Son, tie ransoin of 
Perfection prais’d, 


Father’s toes, 
aud deity that died. 


My lofty song, the triumph of the slain— | 
Mysterious—sacred tiumph shall resound ; 
The powers of darkness drag the victor’s 
chain, 
Death teels the tatal self-inflicted wound, 


But hark! what distant sounds of rattling 
bones; 
What mingled tumult rushes on my ears 
Now shouts of insult mixed with dying 


y the God, the Crucified, she sings. | 
} 


rels kneel around the 
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} High on the cloudy top the fated three, 

| Stretch’d on the cross, and agonized I 

| view: 

Chill horror crept upon me—what is he, 

|} The third, the midst, so ditlerent from the 
two: 


H His languid head reclines upon his breast; 
And his stcain’d arms unpitying nails 
trausfix ; | blest, 
Shall man, the wretch, by all his anguish 
| Shallmanbebold, nortears with tiiumph 
mix ? 


| 


'O let thy heart dissolve with pious woe 
Thy garments rend, thy swelling bosom 
simite, 
, Let conscions guilt repentant sighs bestow, 
And dying love the gratetul pang excite. 


| Behold his form with purple covered o'er; 
Not the rich tribute of the Tyran wave, 
j Displayed om royal robes; but dropping 
crore 
| From cruel wounds, which thorns and 
‘ 


| scourges gave, 


' Unlock the springs by sacred sorrow fed, 
And copious pour the salutary flood ; 
For him cau mortals tears refuse to shed, 


| Who shed for guilty mortals streams of 
Le 








bluod ? 
yroans, j pears. 
Now thunder rolls, and Golgotha ap- 
REVIEW. 


The Force ov Trova, an au- 
thentic narrative. By ‘Viomas 
Scorr, Reclor ef Aston Sanford, 


‘gest these inquiries * and it must be 
eonceded that bowever beneficial 
an humble contession of repented 


Bucks Eng First published in1779—_ \follies and sins, before his tellowe 


the last edition as revised and cor- 
rected by the author in 1798.) Phila- || 
delphia edition of Neott’s Theolugwwal 
orks, 1810, vol I. 


{Cone!uded fgom page 327.) 


On what occasions, and to what 
exteut, is the gospel minister, whose 
influence and usefulness so greatly 
depend on the preservation of a re- 
putation unsullied and unsuspected, 
in the view of the world, authoriz- 
ed to make such diselosures and | 
acknowldgments as will) furnish | 
to the censorious, materials of re- 
proach and detraction? ‘The ex- 


traordinary character of the forego: 
ing narrative can hardly fail to sug- 


men may prove to the individual 
himself—however salutary the ex- 
ample to his enlightened and = cha- 
| ritable brethren—ex xperience has 
‘generally evinced the inutility of 
exposing to the view of a malevo- 
lent world; by a gratuitous act of 
self-abasement, what a wiser provi- 
dence had otherwise suflered to 
slumber in concealment. ‘The truth 
is, & christian has no authority to 
multiply needless offences; to cur- 
‘tail unnecessarily his capacity of 
usefulness; or cherish his indiifer- 
“ence to personal reputation, to the 
‘detriment of the christian profession. 
The perversity of human nature is 
* such, that even when brought by. 
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divine grace to engage in the most 
mortified acts of duty, it is ever rea- 
dy to push them to needless ex- 
tremes. Instances, have often oc- 
curred, in which acknowledgments 
suitable only to be addressed to the |) 
ear of a sin-pardoning God trom the | 
cluset, have been most ine easide-| 
rately proclaimed in the audience | 
of his blind and prejudiced creatures, | 
from the house-tops. 

But the great danger is, that. 
christians will err in suppressing | 
through mietaken prudence, or a_ 
remnant of unmortified pride, what | 
the sacredness of their profession, 





and the credit and interest of reli- , 


gion require to be publicly disavow-, 
ed. The exercise of prudence in 
this duty is enjoined only in 
those general precepts of scripture 
which are equally applicable to ma 
ny other duties. But the pride and 
sell-love, in human nature, required 
the express injunction, * Contess 
your faults one to another” ‘The 
duty is illustrated in its fullest ex- 
tent, by the example of some of the 
most eminent servants of God. 
From the combined dictates of 
christian prudence on the one hand, 
and of the precepts and examples 
of scripture on the other, may be 
deduced these general rules tor the 
regulation of this important Chris- 
tian duty First, Errors of fatth 
publicly held, and irregular conduct 
openly practised, require untversally | 
a distinct, and equally public dis 
avowal. A public profession of re- 
ligion for the first time made, if 
inclades the profession of a penitent 
renunciation of every unchristian 
sentiment and practice, may often) 
be regarded as fulfilling the ends for | 
which the duty of contession is en- 
joined. Secondly, The confession 
of concealed sins, becomes a Christian 
duiy, on the ground of utility. when 
the interest of truth may be Uwreby 
advanced, the nature of error and sin 
exposed, or the grace of God illustrat: 
ed, wih manifest advantage lo the! 


as 





Review of Dr. Scott’s “ Porce of Truth.¥ 





Church. or to the world. Thirdly, 
Where the trangu ity of Soecicly, and 
the rights or safety of their fillow- 
men are not endangered hy ther si- 
lence, the laws of Christ do net appear 
to demand of Christians a confession 
of those flagrant acts of wick: dress 
which involve, in the estimation of the 
world. an irrctrievable loss of charac- 
ter, or incur the penalty of the laws. 

The honour of religion surely 
could be involved in the conduet of 
no individual, to a greater extent 
than in that of David. But his sin 
was notorious: and the penitent and 
ample confession which followed it, 
was likewise of the most public na- 
ture. In this affecting instar ce of hu- 
man imperfection, and genuine con- 
trition, there was no room for the in- 
fluence of prudential considerations. 
The notoriety of the offence left but 
one course to be taken. And in pur- 
suing this course, consequences 
were committed to the disposal of 
divine providence. 

As far as the false and dangerous 
speculations. and persecuting vio- 
lence of St. Paul. had been notorious, 
the alternative of a formal and iu) fie 
confession and disavowal of them, and 
secret repentance, Was not -ulerit- 
ited to his choice Put the fur- 
ther developement of the bidden 
oride of his heart, his self-righteous 
views, and inward hostility to the 
doctrines of salvation, to which 
there are frequent allusions in his 
epistles, was dictated by utility, 
and beeame a christian duty, on the 
ground’ of its subserviency to the 
edification of others. 

The ingenuous and circumstan- 
tial confession of St. Augustine, 
which is deservedly esteemed, next 
to the sacred scriptures, one of the 
most valuable documents of the 
christian church) was, in part, re- 
quired by the notoriety of his for- 
mer unchristian prejudices and 
practices, and, in part, justified by 
its highly nseful tendency. 

On the same two-fold ground of 























1820. 


obligation and expediency is the; tatious motives, 


recontation anid 
of the indelatigable Chalmers* vin- 
dicaile. 

The example of remissness, for 
mality, and blindness, which he 
had formerly exhibited in an ut- 
te:ly unprofitable, and misleading 
ministry, positively required the 
counteractive effect of a public con- 
fession: the special mercy of God 
displayed in the illumination of his 
understanding, and the renovation | 
of his ailections, demanded a pub- 
lic acknowledgment; while — his) 
general obligations to the cause of 
religion, and the best interests of 
mankind, dictated the duty of rais 
ing a moniiory beacon over the) 
fatal rock on which his own salva- 


tion, and that of his precious flock | 


had so nearly been wreeked tor, 
ever. 
On applying the principles by. 
which we justify the foregoing ex 
amples to the humiliating disclo-| 
sure contained in the first part oi! 
Dr. Scott’s narrative, it appears to! 
be not only fairly vindicable on the 
ground olf its general usetulness, but 
to have been imperatively deaand- 
ed asa specific counteractive ol the | 
hurtful tendency of his former in-| 
structions, and example. “Uhe actual 
effects are in accordance with this) 
conclusion. ‘The venerable author 
has long outlived, and by a holy ex-' 
ample put to shame, whatever suspi- | 
cions as to the purity of the motives 
which produced the narrative, its 
first publication may have excited | 
in the minds of those whom it re- 
proved. | 
‘To return to the narrative. Mr. 
Scott coutinued nearly in the state 
described in the last extracts, | 
during the first three years after his 
ordination. The example of the 
late pious John Newton, whose 
first parochial cure was contiguous 
to his own—and whom from dispu- 


i 


* See his address to the inhabitants of | 
hilmany, 
* 
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he engaged for 


acknowledgment ' several months in a correspondence, 


together with his own paintul re- 
flections on the hypocrisy of bis 
professions, and the gross incon- 
sistency of his ministersal conduct 
with his obligations and vows, ied 
in the mean time, rendered bim 
more attentive than formerly to a 
cold and formal discharge ot sone 
of the duties af his office. ‘The 
manifest dishonesty of professing 
to hold doctrines, which he utterly 
disbelieved, had likewise deterred 
him trom accepting a preferment, 
at the expense of renewing his sub- 
scription. But even this apparent 


| integrity and superficial reform, at 


the same time that it appeased the 
clamours of conscience, ministered 
to his pride, and rendered more in- 
veterate the mistaken estimate 
which he had formed of his own 
character. Conscious as he was 
of the imperfections of his practice, 
he persisted during this period in 
his attachment to his unseriptural 
opinions, with unshaken confidence. 

**T was led,” continues the narrative of 
this period, “to suspect that T might pos- 
sibly be wrong, because T had not hitherto 
sought the trath in a proper manner, by 
attending to the following passages: ‘If 
any of you lack wisdom, let hin ask of 
God who giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.’ 
James, i.5.  *My doctrine is not mine, but 
his that sent me; if any man will do his 
will he shall know of the doctsine, whethes 
it be of God, or whether Lt speak of my- 
self? John, vii. 16,17. * Trustin the Lord 
with all thine heart, and lean not to thine 
own understanding; in all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.’ Prov. iii. 5,6. IT could not but 
know that I had not trusted in the Lord 
with all my heart, nor velnowledged hum 
we all my ways, not depended on his direc- 
tions inali my paths ; but that in my re- 
ligious speculations, I had leaned wholly 
fo mine own understanding. But though 


these, and some other passages, made for 
the present, a great impression upon me, 
and made it a part of my daily prayers 
that I might be directed to a right under- 
standing of the word of God, yet my pride 
and diposition to controversy, had, as 
some desperate disease, idected my whole 
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soul, and was not to be cured all at once.” y easy convert to his theory ;_ blind, 
p. 29. as he coniesses, to the * unavoid- 
These hopeful impressions were) able consequence of the docirine; 
soon obliterated by a recurrence to\) namely, that the son and Holy 
controversial writings Mr Locke’=| Ghost, however exalted or digni- 
**Reasonableness ol Christianity,” | fied with names, and tilles, must 
and “Vindications” are name d pel dba he mere creaturcs, or that 
having been particularly prejudicial) otherwise, there must be three 
to his progress in the knowledge of) Gods.” ‘The earnestness with 
the truth. Ot the effect of Bishop, which bis religious inquiries were 
Burnet’s “ Pastoral Care,” he speaks |) now prosecuted, is evinced by 8 
in the following terms : ) resolution which he was enabled to 
‘T received from the perusal of this || carry into efleet. 









book, such a deep conviction of the diffi- i 
eulty and work “in 

which LT had thoughtlessiy envaged, and | 
f the iimmdwent danger to which my soul || 


miportance of that 


would be exposed, should TP neglect to de- 


vote myself wholly to it; as laid the foun. | 


dation of all my subsequent er nduct, and 
change of sentimesits, ] never lost sight 


‘About this time, after many delays, 
I complied with the adinonitions of my 
conscience, and myself from 
all other with a solemn 
_resolution to leave all my temporal con- 
cerns in the hands of the Lord, and en- 
tirely to devote myself to the work of the 
Being thus become master of al 


disengaged 
employments, 


mibuustry. 


j 




































of the instruction | hed recewed, nor ever | my ‘tume, [F dropped every other study, and 
enjoyed any comfortable refleetio’, till, | turned the whole current of my reflections 
having broken off all other envagements, || aud inquidtes into another channel; and 
I had given myself up to those studies and |, for several years I scarcely opened a book 
duties which pertain to the work ef the | which treated of any thing besides reli- 
And I have cause to bless God, | gion.’ p. 41. 
ln 1777, four years subsequent to 
| his ‘ordination, Ins attention 
From reading Tilloltson’s ser. providentially di ected to Hooker's 
mons, and the works of Jortin, he | ascourse on Justification. The pe- 
derived little benefit. “ From the tusal proved ineaiculably beneficial. 
peruss! of Soame Jenning’s view of) Wis lormer imperfect notions re- 
the internal evid. nce of the Christian) specting the nature and extent of 
Relivion, 1 received.” he states || the divine law, and the insufficien- 
“ more distinet, heart-affecting views | CY Of man’s best obedience to fulfil 
of the design of God in this reve-| its demands, were at once greatly 
lation of bimself, than | had ever | extended, and corrected ; aud em- 
before. For hitherto | had been a bracing from that hour the serip- 
Socinian or little better, in respect 1 tural doctrine, on those subjects, he 
to the nature and reality of the i has ever subsequently held and 
atonement by the death of Christ.” | taught them with increasing evi. 
* When a man has fallen so low as So- dence of their truth. This was the 
cinianism, vot merely for want of mforma- | only feature in the glorious plan of 
ag or by sag ee implicitly ted salvation,respecting a views 
? ncernenatapedl 0 ot yer men, mt by |! were not, at this time mani estly un- 
ca itn ens am E-| seriptural and erroneous. He till 
to the infallible dictates of the Holy Ghost; scarcely recognised in any form the 
itis not common for him to return eraduai- ' doctrine of the atonement. Respect- 
ly, by the retrograde path, first to Arian- ‘ing the way of the sinner’s justi- 
tsm, and then to the received doctrine of tieation, he distinetly understood 
the Trinity. Yet this was my case.” p. 39. but little more than that the merey 
of God and the mediation of the 
Saviour, were concerned in the im- 
portant affair. 
Until this advanced period My 


rayistiy 
that this book ever came in iny way.” PP | 


or ",* 
wws Ob. 


Mr. Scott having about this time 
devoted his attention to the wri- 
tings of Dr. Clarke the modern 
fhampion of Arianiem, beeame an! 





was: 
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Keot!t had never read the homilies 
ol the chich, although he had 
twice suoseribed the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles, which expressly assert the 
souadness of the doctrines whici 
they inculeate. After perusing 
booker’s works he gave them an at- 
tentive perusal, He remarks in re 
gard to their effect on bis) mind, 
that, 

“Though many things seemed hard 
sayings, that] could not recetve, yet others 
were inade very usetul to me, especiilly 
@oncerming justification. In shot, L per- 


| 
ceived that the very doctrine, which tL had | 


hitherto ce aprred as methodistical, was in- 
@isputably the standard doctrine of the 
established church, when the homiles were 
composed: and consequently that it ts 
still; for they have lost uone of their au- 
thority, (however fallen into disrepute,) 


with those who subscribe the thisty-nine | 


Articles.’ p. 51. 

In this arduous struggle afier the 
light of trath, though his progress 
Was greatly impeded by prejudice 
and hostility to the very object oi 
his research, we discover a degree 
of honesty and diligence, which 
the divine Spirit who inspired if, 
seldom, perhaps never, sulfers final- 
ly to fail of success. Mr. Scott 


not only sought alter the meaning oi | 


Divine Revelation with invincible 


assiduity, but incorporated whatever | 


light was vouchsaled him, into 
his pastoral instructions. bits preach- 
ing, till this period, had wanted all 
the essential features of the gos- 
pel; and consequently had never 
been instrumental in convincing his 
parishioners of their sinful and lost 
condition, or exciting in their minds 
any serious concern about their sal 
vation. Hut the eflects of his min- 
istrations at this time were such as 
to add new confirmation to the uni- 
form testimony of experience, that 
the true doctrines of fevelation 
eannot be taught in vain. Many of 
his) parishioners were effectually 
aroused by alarming convictions ol 
their guilt before God, to inquire 
wth the greatest earnestness for 
the way of deliverance. ‘his al- 


fecting and even unexpected result 
vl his recentinstructions, was highly 
venelicial, in its effects on his own 
inind, ineiting bim to greater earn- 
esiness in prayer, and to a more 
serious and unprejudiced study of 
the sacred seriptures. 

His attention was next directed 
to those parts of the seriptures 


a 





perfectly satisfactory, resulted in a 
more setiled conviction of his need 
vot the promised aid, and more earn 
Vest desires to obtain it. The next 
i subject of attention waa the doe 


f trine ol the atonement. 


i} 
| 46 Bishop Beveridge’s Sermon on the 


real satisfaction, made by the death of! 
‘Christ tor the sius of believers,” he says. 
/** was the blessed means of clearing up 
}iny views and confirming my fath = re- 
| pecting that fundamental doctrine of chris- 
j thanity, 

| “This was the first doctrine in which 
j F was clearly and fully brought to a 
), Knowledge the truth; though I had with 
| no little earnestness for iwo vears been in- 





| quiring about it; to so astonishing a de 
‘gree was my blinded understanding filled 
with prejudice against the doctrines 0! 
the word of God! Hitherto they had been 


toclishness to me; but now, under the di- 


ss . } 
vine teaching I began, though very dimly, to 


discern the wisdom of God in them.’? p, 5a. 


The orthodox faith respecting 
the original and entire depravity 
jot the human heart, the deep ma- 
vlignity of sin, and the necessity 
vanud nature of the new birth, had, 
} hy our author been bitherto very ob- 
scurely seen or utterly opposed. But 
‘the period of bis further illumina- 
tion had now arrived. 


} 


; ** At this crisis T met with the first vol- 
lume of Dr. Evans sermons, entitled * The 
Christian Temper? 1 was induced to 
fread it by the recommendation of @ 
| trieud ; but (such was my proud fool- 
{ish heait) | opened it with great pre- 
judice hecause 1 understood that the au- 


‘thor was a Luassenter! However, this 


| book came with a blessing; for by pe- 
irustng it, Lat length perceived that fallen 
;man, both body and soul, is indeed carnal 
,aud sold under sin; that by nature im 





Which deseribe the offices, and in- 
| uences of the Holy Spirit) | His ine 
‘quiries on this subject, though not. 
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every man living the reasonable and im- 
morta! part is destitute of spuretuality, im- 
mersed mm matter, and, by a dishonour- 
able and miserable prostitution, given up 
‘to make provision tor the flesh to fulfil 
the lusts thereof;? and, that man must 





be rene wed in the spirit of hrsmind, and made 
partaker of a new and divine nature, be- 
fore he can possibly be made meet foi, oF 
admitted into, the kingdom of God. Ina 
very little time all iny duticulties about 
this matter vanished, and the truth be-| 
came so exceedingly plain and evident, 
that, uatil | had made the experiment, 1) 
coule ccarcely be persuaded hut that every | 
person, who heard it rightly explained, | 
t.”"pp. 56, 57. 





must ussent tol 

Mr. seott soon tound himself ob- | 
liged to encounter a struggle which | 
he hed aot anticipated, and was but | 
ill prepared to meet. His reputa-| 





tion had been his idol, and populari- 


ty, uatil supplanted by the love ol | 


God, his leading object. He saw, 
himsell about to) forfeit both by an. 
imputation than which scarcely any | 
other was, in his apprehension, more | 
formidable; as his strongest por 
judices had long stigmatized it as’ 
peculiarly reproachtul. The fol- | 
fowing is the account which he 
gives of this (rial: 

*T saw myself continually verging near- 
er and nearer to that scheme of doctrine 
which the world calls Methodism ;* nor could 
I help it without doing violence to my 
convictions. |] have been accustomed to 
hear the people called Melhodisis mentiou- 
ed with contempt, as ignorant and delud- 
ed, as fools, and sometimes as madmen: 
and with no small degree of complacency | 
and seli-preference, T too had despised | 
them as weak enthusiasts. But dl uow be- | 
gan to be appieuensive, that the tables | 
were about to be turned upon me. If 4 
professed and taught these doctrines, 1! 
must no longer be considered as a man of | 
sober understanding: but as one of those 
persons, whose heads, being naturally 
weak, had been turned by religious studies ; | 
and who, having fallen uncer the power of | 
enthusiasm, had become no better than 
fools or madmen.” p 60. 

This was the sharpest trial I passed | 
through: tor L bad not yet learned, that | 





* The reader will recollect that the term Metho 
dist, as used by Dr. Scott in this narrative was the 
epithet of reproach applied to such churchmen as 
held the orthodox faith of the church, gontained 
in the xauix articles. See note p. 926. 
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‘when we are reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are we.’ 

J] read indeed, but my understanding 
was not yet opened to understand, such 
plain Scriptures as these, ‘If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his own; 
but because ye are uot of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remem- 
ber the word that I said unto you: The 
servant is not greater than his Lord ; if 
they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you.’ Jobn, xv. 19, 20. * The 
disciples is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his Lord. If they have cal- 
led the master of the house Berlzcbub, 
how much more shall they call them of 
the household’? Matt. x. 24, 25. * Blese 
sed are ye when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 


jgreat is your reward in heaven; for so 


persecuted they the prophets that were be- 
fore you.’ Matt. vy. 11, 12. pp. 58—60. 


Of the expedients adopted to 
avert the odium he so greatly dread- 
ed. he gives the following account. 


** But while, with perturbation of mind, 
and with many disquieting apprehensions, 
1 declared the message with which I sup- 
posed inyself to be entrusted; to screen 
myself from the charge of Methodism and 
to soften the offence, I was frequently 
throwimg Out slighting expressions, and 
bringing the charge of enthusiasm, against 
those who preached such doctrines as I 
Was not yet convinced of. On the other 
hand, my coucern about my character 
quickened me very much in prayer, and 
increased my diligence in searching the 
Scriptures, that I might be sure I was not, 
at Ue expense, preaching ‘cunningly de- 
vised fables,” instead of teeding the souls 
committed to my care with the unadulte- 
rated milk of evangelical truth.” p. 61. 


This source of disqmetude con- 
tinued but a short time seriously to 
alfect his peace. On reading in 
Mr. Venn'’s Essay on the Prophecy 
of Zachariah, a very just and point- 
ed exposure of the mature and ef- 
fects of the inordinate fear of man, 
and indecision and lukewarmness, io 
the service of Clirist, he observes ; 

“It came to my heart with such evi- 
dence, conviction, aud demonstration, that 


it lifted me up above the world, and pro- 
duced that victory which faith alone can 


give, and that liberty which uniformly at- 
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ends the Presence of the Spirit of the | sense, | had tor some time pretended to be 


t 
Lord. | became at once ashamed of my 


base ingratitur {teolish fears, and was 
filled with uch ¢ solation and repoicin 

even in the prospect of sacrificing nr 

character, and running the isk of tnia- 
ny ind contempt, as mace me entirely 
satisfied on that head; and, some few 
Seasons Of unbeine eX nted, L have neve: 
Sin been much t ) Aaut bemng cal 


led aun Enthusiast, or a Methodist.” 
Aiter accompanying the subject 
of this narrative thus far in his pro- 
gress towards a just apprehension ol 
the doctrines of the gospel, the 
reader will learn, with no small sur- 
prise, that he stili continued to dis 
believe and reject so lundamental 
a doctrine of the christian faith, 
as that of the sacred ‘Trinity ;—a 
striking proof with how much er- 


ror and ignorance it is possible for. 


truth to coexist in the human mind 
Of his prejudices on this subject, and 


the manner ot their subversion, he | 


gives the following relation. 
‘©The Doctrine of a Trinity of coequal 


persons in the Unity of the Godhead bad 


been hitherto no part of my ereed. TI had | 


long heen accustomed to dk syise this great} 


mystery of godliness. I had first quarrel- 
ed with the articles of the established 
Church about this doctrine; | had been 


very decided and 


against it; and my unhumbled reason still | 


retained many objections to it, But, about 


June, 1777, 1 began to be troubled with | 


doubts about iny OWN sentiments, and to 
suspect the truth of Dr. ¢ larke’s hypothe- 
sis. Thad just read Mr. Lindsey's dpology 
and Sequel. Before [T saw the tracts, I 
had even ridiculed those who thought of 

mntuting him on the orthodor scheme, aud 
was not without thoughts of maintaining 
Dr. Clarke’s system againsthim, But when 
1 understood that he claimed Dr. Clarke 
as a Sucrnian, | was extreincly surprised ; 
and, im consequence, was led again to a 
most serious and anxious consiieration of 
the subject. Yet the more I studied th: 
more | was dissatisfied. Many things now 
first occurred to me as strony objections 


against my own sentiments ; and being | 


thus perplexed, and unable to form a 
scheme for myself, I easily perceived that 
J was not qualified to dispute with another 
person. My pride and my convictions 


stuggled hard for the victory: | was very 
unwilling to become a Trinitarian in the 
strict sense of the word, though, in my own 
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open in my declarations 


| 


one; and yett more L considered it, the 
pmore T was dissatished with all other sys- 
tems. In this perplexity IT applied to the 
Lord, a frequently besought bin to lead 
to a setu conclusion what w the 
rthis prnportaut s nect After nuch 

‘ ition, together with a careful exame 
ii mm Of all the Seriptus which | then 
understood » relate to ah iccompanied 
with eas ayer for divine teaching, I 
wa Ul ie neth ¢ istiained to renounce, ag 
utterly ridetensible, all my former senti- 
i ts, AN fo ace le to that coctrine which 
[ had so long despised f saw, and could 
bo loneey tre Ip) seeing, that the offices and 
Works attributed im S¢ iipture to the Son 
and the H Spiuit, are such as none but 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


} 


} 





| 


thatitisa 


contradiction to believe the read, and con- 


the infinite God could pe form: 


sequently uifnite, satistaction to divine pus 
tice made by the death of Christ, without 
t nor could 
the Holy Ghost give spiritual lite, and 


dwellin the hearts ofall believers, and, at the 


¢lieving him to be *very God: 


same time, adapt his work of convineing, 
enlightening, teaching, strengthening, sanc- 
tifying, and comtorting, to the several cases 


ol every individual, were he not the omni- 


present, infinite God.” 


Having thus been enabled to sur- 
mount the obstacles which opposed 
the admission of the leading doc- 
trines of Divine Revelation, Mr. 
Scotts subsequent progress, though 
still gradual and uniform, and mark- 
ed with the same cirecumspection 
as betore, was greatly accelerat- 
ed. His acquaintance with the sa- 
cred volume had been constantly 
extending-—his confidence in his 
own discernment diminishing—and 
an habitual conviction of his depen- 
dence on the guidance and illumina- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, the highest 
possible proof of human wisdom, had 
taken the place of former selt-con- 
fidence and pride. ‘The human 
helps which proved most serviceable 
to him ia his subsequent advances, 
were the conversation and preach- 
ing of experienced and pious minis- 
ters—and the writings of Hervey. 
Witsius, and the old divines of the 
English church. 

in closing this article, we give, 
without any accompanying remarks 

a 
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of our own, the foliowing copious 
extract from the conclusion of the 
narrative. 

6 Aru! now, hy this change, the conse- 
quences of which Tso much dreaded, what 
have | lost even in respect of this present 
world Indeed I have lost soine degree of 
favour, and FP escape not pity, censure, 
sco and opposite fi,’ Duit tive Lord is intros 
ducing me to a new gnd lay more desirable 
acoourptance ; even to that of those whom 
the Holy Ghost hath denominated the ezx- 
cellent of the earth; way, the Lord the Spi- 
iit condescends to be my Comtorter. in 
general, L enjoy an established peace of 
conscience, through the blood of Sprimnkim,, 
and centinual application to the heavenly 
Advocate; with a sweet content, and 
that peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding,’ in * casting all my Cares upon 
him who ecareth for me.’ and I aim not 
left utterly without experence of that * yoy 
which js unspeakable and full of glory.’ 
"These the world could not vive me, were | 
im favour with it; of theserat cannot deprive 
me by ats frowns. Mfy desive. hencetorth, 
God hnoweth, is to live to his glory, and by 
my whole conduct and conversation to 
‘adorn the doctrine of God my Saviour,’ 
and to sliow forth his praises who hath 
called ine outot *darkness into his marvel- 
lous light;’ to be im some way or other 
useful to his believing people; and to invite 
poor summers, whe are walking in a vain 
shadow,’ to “taste and see how gracious 
the Loid is, and how blessed they are who 
put their trust im tian? 

*'Phus hath the Lord led me, a poor blind 
sinner, in a way that | knew not; he hath 
made darkness light before ime, crooked 
things straight, and hard things easy, and 
hath brought me toa place of which | little 
thought when | set out: and having done 
these things lor me, b believe, yea, Tam 
undoubtedly sure, he will never leave me 
nor forsake me. “To him be the glory of his 
undeserved and = long-resisted grace : to 


* Force of Truth.” 


|me be the shame, not only of all my othey 
sins, but also of my proud and perverse 
opposition to his priposes of love towards 
‘me. But all thig was permitted that my 
high spirit and stout heart being at length 
humbled and sul ied, *] , ivht remes vee 


t, 
tynouth any more, because of my shame, 


and be confounded, and neve open 1 


now that the Lord is pacified to me tor all 
that I have done. 

** Aud now, asin the presence of the heart- 
searching Judge, | have given, without one 
; wilful misrepresentation, addition, or mate- 
j rial Omission; @ bistory of the great things 
(rod hath done for my soul; or, ifthat suit not 
the reader’s view of | history ot that 
change which hath recently taken place in 
my religious sentiments and conduet, to the 
) Surprise of some, an! perhaps the displeasure 
ol others, AMON WY former triends, The 
doctrines T have embraced are, indeed, 
charged with being destructive of immoral 
practice, and tendiag to licentiousness : but 
thouch Tkuow thatimy best *righteousnesses 
ace as filthy rags ;? yetl trast I may retura 
thanks to God, that by his grace he hath 
so upheld me, siuce this change took place, 
that | have not been permitted to disgrace 
the cause in which I have embarked by any 
immoral conduct: * My rejoicing,’ in this 
respect, ‘is this, that in simplicity and god- 
ly sincerity, not with fleshiy wisdom, but 
by the grace of God T have my conversa- 
tion inthe world.’ T can confidently avow, 
that the belief of these doctrines bath a 
quite contrary effect UpOl me. | most ear- 
nestly desire, aim, eadeavour, and pray te 
ibe enabled to love God and keep his com- 
mandments “without partiality, and with- 
| out hypocrisy ;? 


and so to demean myself 
las *by well doing to put to silence the ig- 
| norance of foolish inen. That T fall so 
very lar shortin every thing, is not the effect 
pol my new doctrines, but of my old deprav- 





jed nature and deceitful heart. ‘Create in 
ime a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
bight spirit within me !?? 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


thud Reportof the American Colonization Society 
[Concluded from p. 329.] 

It is, indeed, most probable, that 
the American Society, unassisted 
by the resources of the individual 
Sates, or of the Union, may be in- 
capable of rendering such aid to the 
emigration of the people of colour, 
as would provide for colonizing their 


annual increase. But that the re- 
‘sources of the United States would 
prove incompetent to that purpose, 
isutterly denied, and can be mest 
easily disproved. For what would 
be the expense of transporting 5,000 
|persous, the supposed annual in- 
crease of the free people of colour 





‘alone; or, 40,000, the estimated in- 
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crease of both ponp and FREE ? 
Computing the present population 
of the United States at ten mil- 
lions, and allowing fifty dollars tor 
the transportation of each  colo- 
nist, there would be required tor 
the latter, a poll tax of about twe 
and a hall cents; and, tor both, one 


can continent from every part of 
urope; whom poverty and wreteh- 
edness drive trom the home of their 
lathers; and whom no trendly coun- 
sel cheers, no friendly hand assists 
it their port of embarkation, in 
their uncomlortable voyage across 


the Atlantic, or their toilsome jour. 





of twenty five cents on all the peo 
ple of these states 

The amount of duties collected 
on toreign distilled spirits, during 
each of the first six years of Me. 
Jefferson's administration, would de 
fray the sum total ol this expense, 
and turnish tealf a million of dol- 
lars, annually, to extinguish the! 
principal, the entire stock, of the | 
heaviest calamity that) Oppresses 
this mation \ renewal of the in- 


ternal taxes of 1815, would not |) 


only provide the means of export 


ney to a remote settlement in a 
strange land :—who heard, belore 
they embarked, ev ery possible mis 
representation of the country which 


they sought to reach; and encoun 


| 





ing the annual 
whole coloured population of the 
United States, but leave an equa! 
sum to purchase that part of this! 
number, to the exportation of whieh, | 
the consent of the proprietor could 
not be obtained. 

And were the same duties charg: | 
ed in the United States, asin Great 
Britain. on the consumption of this 
fatal poison of human happiness, 
their nett proceeds would, in less 
than a century, purchase and col- | 
onize in Africa, every person of 
colour within the United states. 

This period is, indeed, remote ; 
but eternity admits not of distribu- 


tion into time.—lIn the existence ot}! 


nations a century ts but a day. 
The preceding calculations are 
founded on the Improbable suppo- 
sition, that no colomst would con 
tribute any thing, whatever, to de- 
fray the expense of his own removal. 
Let those who indulge the most 
unfavourable anticipations of the 
expense of colonizing, in Africa, 
the free people of colour of  the| 
United States, behold the condition | 
and number of those emigrants who. 








fered, in the government which 
hey were about to leave, every 
(iscouragement, which oppression 
can oppose to the love of treedom 
and the desire of happiness :-—and 
yet, Whose lot in’ Europe was pre- 
lerable to that of the slave, in 
America; and, in many respects, 
io that of the contemned, and 


increase ol the | ‘heretore debased tree negro. Count 


the number of those emigrants who 
entered the ports of North America 
in the past year only. Upwards 
ol twelve thousand are said to have 


| . 
j landed at the single porto! Quehee ; 


and the total number who have 
reached Canada, Nova-Scotia, and 
the ( mited States, cannot fall tar 
short, if at all, of forty thousand.— 
Many of them, in order to pay their 
passage, entered into obligations of 
service to be perlormed alter their 
arrival in’ America; and thus sold 
their freedom, for a lew years, in 
order to perpetuate it to themselves 
and to their posterity. 

They have come, it is true, in 


commercial ships, and some of them 
-have paid less for their passage, 


than the cost, at which it is ascer- 
tained that any number of tree peo- 
ole of colour ean be carried to Af- 


/rica in ships fitted for passage only. 





But will not the time arrive when 
Africa will have her commerce tov ? 
Has not the single port of Sierra 
Leone exported, in one year since 
the abolition of the slave-trade by 
England, a greater value than all 


are daily poured upon the Ameri-!| western Alrica, a coast of several 
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thousand miles, yielded, exclusive 
of its veople, for a like period an- 
tenor to that event? When this 
abominable traffick shall have been 
uftierly exterminated; whenthe Af 
rican labourer can toil secure trom } 
the treachery of his neighbour, and 
the violence of the man-stealer; 
tha! continent will freight, for le 
gitimate trade, those ships which 
now carry thither chains, fetters, 
and scourges to return home with 
the bones, the sinews, the blood, 
and the tears of her children. He: 
gold, her ivory, her beautilul die- 
her fragrant and precious gums. her 
healing plants and drugs, the varied | 
produce of her now forsaken fields 
and lonely forests, will be brought 
by a joyous and gratetul people, to 
the nations who, once their plun- 
derers and persecutors, will have 
at length become their protectors, 
friends, and allies. 

New forms of government, mo- 
deled atter those which constitute 
the pride and boast of America, will 
attest the extent of their obligations 
to their former masters; and my- 
riads of treemen, while they course 
the margin of the Gambia, the Sene- 
gal, the Congo and the Niger, will 
sing, in the language which records 
the constitution, laws, and history 
of America, hymns of praise to the 
common Parent of man. 

A revolution so beneficent, so 
extended, and so glorious, requires, 
to effect it, the concert and the re. 
sources of a nation. ‘The people ol 
America have the power to secure 
its success against the uncertainty 
of acenlent. hey are summoned 
to the performance of this duty by 
the most urgent incentives of inter- 
est, the most awlu!l appeal- of jus 
tice, and the tenderest claims ol 
humanity. = Ita final accomplish 
menot will be a triumph over super 
stition. tznorance, and vice; worthy 
of a people destined, it may 
fondly: hoped, to surpass all other 
nations in the arts of civilized life. 


be | 
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JUNE, 
The Colonization Soeiety is 
about to lay the corner stone of 
this edifice. Whether it shall rise 
to strencth and grandeur, it is for 
the government and people of 
(\merica, under the overruling pro- 
‘vidence of heaven, to decide. 





Survey of Missionary Stations. 


(Continued from p. 330.) 


CArE COAST. 
A British settlement, on the Gold Coast, 
the African company. 
Soeuty for the propagation of the gospel, 
|1751—renewed, in 1766. 


Missionary, catechist, and schoolmaster 


ito the negroes—James Collins. 

A Missionary was first sent, by the 
Society, to Cape Coast, in 1751. It was 
was iutended that he should itinerate 
among the negroes: after a few years, 
this mission was relinquished; but the 
attempt to benefit the negroes was re- 


sumed in 1766, by the appointment of the 
Rev. Philip Quaque, a native, educated 
in England, at the expense of the Society, 
mitssionary, catechist, and school- 
to the negroes on this’ coast. In 
these offices he continued till his death, a 
period of about fifty years; when he was 
succeeded by the Rey. W. Philip, chap- 
lain to the Alrican company, who is since 
dead. Mr. Collins has, in consequence, 
been appointed, 


as a 
niaster 


—— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
Stations within the colony. 
STELLENBOSCH. 
Twenty-six 
Coast. 
London Missionary Society. 1802. J. Bak- 
ker.—Great indifference is to be lament- 
ed in some, but the fruits of the gospel are 
seen in others. Some restrictions on Mr. 
Bakker’s labours were to be removed. 


miles north-east 


of Cape 


GROENEKLOOP 

About forty miles north o Cape Town. 
United brethren. 1808. 

Married Missionaries :—Bonatz, Fritsch, 
Leitner, and Stein. 

During the last year, 57 persons obtain- 
ed leave to live here on trial—12 children 
were born: 11 of these were baptized, and 
22 adults—3, baptized in infancy, were re- 
ceived into the Lord's supper—8 departed 
this life—and +2 were dismissed on ac- 
count of disorderly conduct. 








From the most recent accounts, it ap- 
pears that the work of God prospers, and 


the istry and ibours of the brethren 
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A) tone hundred and thirty miles east 
of ( Town. Uuited brethren. 1786 
rene we 1792. 

Mar. ssionaries : Berubrech, Clem- 
ens, Hitllbeck, Lemmertz, Marsveld, and | 
rh 

Phe state t etrt t, for the year! 
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bat 1 i viits rey it tis ible. 
Att Lis ft the year, the nurber ol in- 
habitants, exclusi of the Miissionari 
and their cloldien, was 1377, youn iti | 
ol’ — dwelling in 26) houses—and of whom 


465 were comimunicant 

The etfects of the Caftree war were 
paiotully felt in Gmadenthal, as well as 
Groenekloot, 


Every where is the obligation of the Sab- 
bath ent ced by the brethreu, a Its Vio- 
lation reproved: works of necessity are, 


of course ailowed; but no opportuuity is 
permitted of opeuing any shop o¢ cxercts- 
ny any trade, 

‘he spiritual interests of the settlement 
prosper. Amon tiie lissionarie them- 
selves, brotherly love prevails ; and, im the 
congregation, thre race ot Gsod abounds. 
Phe passion weak and easter of last year 
were seasons Of yreat Dlessibg ; and strang- 
ers of all classes, bigh and flow, flocked to 
this “ Valley of Grace,” as its name sig- 
nifies, to celebrate these great memorial- 
seasons of the Christian church. The 
brethren had to suffer, indeed, an abate- 
ment Ol their joy, in the fall of me men, 
who had been seduced into sin at the farms 
where they laboured 

The venerable father of the Mission, 
Henry Morsveld, writes to Mr, Latrobe in 
a mauperc truly alter tiigi— 

* My strength is daily decaying; but Iam 
happy in my present state of Sabbatic test. 
f enjoy the presence and peace of my Sa- 
viour, Otten co Ll reflect on former years, 
ind on the days of old’ times, and thank 
my God and Redeemer, that he drew me, 
a sinner, unto himself; and granted me to 
kuow His power, love, and grace He has 


| 





even honoured me, who am so unprofitable, 
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to be His servant: and has blessed my 
weak testimony of His sufferings and death 


ftor ws Lhave had the tavour to baptize 
415 Hottentots. Chthat they all might be 
true followers of the Lamb! 

“Itis now twenty-five vears since we 


Degan, imeekness and poverty of spirit, to 
preach to the people here: aud we imme 
lhately experienced that the Lord most gra 


croustly owned and 


blesse: ue labours 5 

nog the hearts of the Hottentots, se 
that His saving gospel found entrance 
Many of them have departed this life with 
oy, in fail reliance on his merits: 477 lie 
atied i Our barving-ground., How shall 


lrejorce, When Lo behold this large huimber 


} ” 


assembled round his throne! 


CALEDON. 
bout a hundred and filty miles east of 
Cape Town. 


Lond Missionary Soceety. Wl. John 
Seidentaden.—A very noproving settlement, 
lembers, &2 lidustry ts mmeulcated, and 


exercised to great advanta res an) the im- 


proverment of the land, 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
- hath S&S. boals 

lIn the City of Washington are three of 
these valuable tustitutions, under the direc- 
tion oof the different religious denomina- 
tions. Wiule hundreds of children enjoy 
ther advantages, itis still to be lamented 
that other hundreds, by the inattention of 
parents and masters, are suffered to want 
thei; aod are met to the great ANNOY = 
ance of the regular attendants on divine 
service, In almostevery part of the city; 
profauing, by thei noisy sports, the holy day, 
cormupting each other’s minds, and matur- 
mean themselves the most rutnous habits 
of vice and idleness. A’ similar account 
inust be piven of the actual state of things 
in almost every neighbouring town and vil- 
lage. We beleve an effectual remedy ot 
the evil is to be found, with the blessing ot 
God, in the unanimous exertion of the 
friends of religion in support of Sabbath 
Schools; and inno other way. As a proot 
of what may be thus elleceted, we subjoin 
the fo lowing, | 


Extract from the report of the Sabbath School As- 
soctation of the Presbyterian Church, Capito 
Hill, Washington, May 10th, 1820, 


‘The school commenced on the 
Ist Sabbath in May, 1819, with 63 
scholars. During the Ist quarter, 
the number increased to 254. Ad- 
ditions Continued to be made in 
each of the succeeding quarters. 
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The whole of number that have re- 
ceived instruction in the sehool dur- 
ing the year, is 487. Of these, 167 
have left—most of them, to form 
another school more convenient to 
them, which is in a Hourishing con- 
dition. The number of scholars 
actually belonging to the school at 
the present time, is 520., The 
number of teachers engaged in tn- 
structing them, is thirty-two—16 fe- 
males and 14 males. ‘he scholars 
who are unable to read are taught 
their lessous in spelling and read- 
ing, while those who can 
commit to memory and recite 
hymns, catechisms and portions 
of scripture. ‘There have 
recited in the school, during the 
year, 52,905 verses of scripture ; 
19,559 answers in the catechism ; 


A | 
10,730 verses of hymns; 2.473 pages | 


of reading, and 2,110 columns ot! | 
| Rev. BE. M. Lowe at a meeting of the Man- 


spelling. ‘There have been distri- 
buted in the school, during the same 
period, J6 Bibles; 12 copies of 
McDowell's Bible Questions; 132 
copies of the New-‘Testament; 86 
ratechisms ; 110 hymn books; 144 
speiling books; 427 premium books ; 
and 700 religious tracts. 


by a society consisting of 50 mem- 
bers. During the winter mouths, 
many poor children were clothed 
by the Washington Female Chari- 


table Society, to enable them to at- 


tend the school. 
The scholars, with few excep- 
tions. have been punctual in their 


attendance, obedient and studious, | 
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read, 
| school are now 
hoped that the teachers will be am- 
been 


The ex- 
penses of the school are defrayed. 


, bour of love. 
}to them the corruption and depra- 
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|the instructions of the school, has 
heen to impart religious knowledge, 
not merely to improve the minds 
of children, and form them to ha- 
bits of order and morality ; but 
to be instrumental in producing 
conviction of sin, repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, together with an ha- 
bitual subjection, in heart and life 
‘to the authority of the seriptures, 
With what suecess this object has 
been pursued, time alone can fully 
determine. It is believed, how- 
ever, that many good effects of the 
visible, and it is 


ply rewarded for all their labours by 
seeing many of their pupils growing 


| Wise unto salvation. 
i} 


| To the foregoing statement we annex 
/a@n abstiact of addresses delivered by the 


agers of the Shepherdstown (Va.) Su. day 


School. rom the atlectionate exhortation 


|) to the directu:s and justructors, the tollow- 


ing is extract d.] 


| * My beloved brethren. you must 


teach by example, as well as pre- 
cept. You must by your own lives 
demonstrate the truth and efficacy 
of those sacred principles drawn 
from the word of God, and impress- 


ed on the hearts of your scholars; 
_ would you have them profit by your 


instructions, and would you secure 
to yourselves those blessings, which 
are promised to your * work and la- 
When you point out 


vity of the human heart; when you 
























and always appeared at school neat, teach them their total helplessness 
and clean. ‘Their improvement, in) by nature, and their utter inability 
the general, and in many particu-| to do any good thing without God’s 
lar instances, has been highly satis-, special grace and assistance, do not 
factory. Many have committed to contradict these seriptural, but hu- 
memory very considerable portions miliating, doctrines by the pride, ar- 
of seripture, catechism, and hymns. | rogance, and sell-sulliciency of your 
Seven classes, that were unable to) own deportment. Let your humility 
read at all when they entered school, and forbearance, your patience and 
can now read with tolerable fluen-. long suffering, and above all your 
cy. habitual dependence on God, be 

The great object aimed at in all! constantly manifest ; and thereby 
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afford in your conduct, a practical 
comment upon these cardinal tenets 
of our holy religion. Let them per- 
ceive that you have engaged in the 
great and excellent work of the 
School, not because it is fashion 
able, and to obtain a name among 
men; but from real love to their 
souls, and an earnest desire of pro- 
motinge the glory of trod.’ 





After a particular enumeration of th 
examples most « sleulated to deteat the ce- } 
sign of religious tostruction and many va | 
luable directions on toe subyect the exhor- 
tation to imstructers concludes. 


“Thus proceed; and the consola 
tions which your own hearts shall 
realise from this, your * work and 
labour of love, will smooth your 
death-bed pillow, will be one means, 
through the strength of your redeem- 


death and the grave; and of ensur- 
ing to your souls that blissful salu-| 
tation, ‘ well done, thou good and) 
fuithful servant, thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, T will make)! 
thee ruler over many things; enter 





thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

The ensuing paragraphs are trom 
address to’ parents, 

“The injunction in the text, | 
train up a child in the way he should | 
go, applies to you with peculiar. 
force. God, who has blessed you 
with children, has appointed you, in 
this respect, his stewards. Every | 
child which he has given you, is a| 
talent committed to your charge, 
and for which he will hold you 
strictly and awlully accountable. 
It isthe undoubted duty and obliga 
tion of every parent to provide as 
well as he can for his children, the 
tempora!- comtorts and blessings of 
life: For ‘he that provideth not for | 
his own household hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel ’ 
But how insignificant are these 
things, when compared with that 
higher aud more exalted duty of 
providing, as far as God shall be 
pleased to own and bless your in-| 
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| strumentality, for the spiritual wants 


devised. 


them? 


‘ ee ; Which they have already been the 
ing Lord, of giving you victory over], 





_to your parents. 


ot their 
souls ’ 


precious and immortal 
And here you, too, have a 
double obligation upoa you. You 
are not only carelully to instruct 
your children in the principles of 
our most holy religion; but you are 
too, to recommend to their conside- 
ration and attention, their unequal- 
ed excellence, by a blameless life, 
and an humble walk belore God. 
‘You will permit me here to say, 
that Sabbath Schools are the most 
powerlul auxiharies in this great 
work, which have ever yet been 
Lam aware that in the 
minds of some, prejudices exist 
against these excellent institutions. 
But can it be necessary to auswer 
1 think not. ‘Phe good of 


instruments, is surely enough to saz 
tisty every christian, that they are 
of God; and to ensure the approba- 
iion, and enlist the support, of every 
philanthropist. Let then, ‘ the hea- 
then rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing;’ but do you, my chris- 
lian brethren persevere. ‘The work 
is God's; man will therefore fight 
against it in vain.” 

The concluding address to children is as 
follows: 


“My dear young friends, let me 
impress upon you the importance of 
a diligent and faithtul application to 
all the duties, and a solemn atten- 
tion to all the instructions of the 
school. Revere and obey your 
teachers. ‘hey have in view only 
your good. ‘Their object is to lead 
you to God, by instructing you in 
the way you should go; and thus, 
with the help of God, procure for 
you present happiness, and eternal 
bliss. Be in subjection, above all, 
All their instruc- 


tions tend to one single point, your 


happiness. Avoid bad company : 
‘Evil communications corrupt good 
manners. Hearken to the voice of 
the wise man in the Bible, ‘my 
son, if sinuers entice thee, consent 
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thou not. Walk not thou in the 
way with them; refrain thy foot 
from their path: For their feet run 
to evil, and make haste to shed 
blood. But, ‘hear the instruction 
of thy father, and forsake not the 
law of thy mother: For they shall 
he an ornament of grace unto thy 
head, and chains about thy neck * 
Thus earnestly second the views of 
your affectionate parents and kind 
teachers; and you ‘shall live long 
on the earth.” God will make you 
the children of his grace; sur. 
round you with his blessing in this 
world; and own, and crown you 
his, throughout eternity !’ 
a 
Convention of the Protestoat Episcopal Church of 


Virginia. 


The annual meeting of this body 


took place in Alexandria, on the} 


llth, and continued until the 13th 
of May inclusive. ‘he attendance 
of lay delegates was general—that | 
of the clergy almost universal. Ne- 
ver has this council of the chureh 
convened under more encouraging 
circumstances. Never was greater 
unanimity of effort, purpose, and af- 
fection, evinced by its members. 
The presence of the glorified Head 
of the Church, appeared according 
to his own promise, to be joyfully 


realized by its assembled represen- | 
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Tie Fourth Anniversary of the 
American Bible Soctety, took place 
in New-York on Phursday. the bith 
‘of May. The following statement 
lis from the report of the Managers. 
= Since the establishment of the 
Society, there have been printed at 
its depository, and by its instru- 
mentality, or otherwise obisined 
distribution, one hundred and scventy- 
three thousand, seven hundred and 





| 


fiftytrvo bibles and Testaments ; 
there have been issued from the 
‘depository, during the year past, 
11,192 Bibles and ‘Testame nts; and 
| sine e the establishment of the So- 
ciety, 97.236. Of the number issued 


during the past year, 18,637 Bibles 





and ‘Testaments have 
‘itously disposed of, and sent gene- 
‘rally to auxiliaries, and those prin- 
cipally in the new States at the 
south and west. 
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| Expenditures, 


‘The number of Auxibary So- 
cieties, officially known and recog- 
nised hy the Society is two hundred 
and two.” 

The receipts for the past 

year were 41,561 

38,971 





Leaving a balance in the 
hands of the ‘l'reasurer 
of $2,390 75 


talives, and by a numerous eon | Thegeneral convention of the Pro- 


course of pious spectators. 
preaching was 
in its matter—and impressive in 
its manner. On the Sabbath ensu- 
ing an ordination was held by the} 
Right Reverend Bishop Moore 
when two young men were admit- 
ted to the order of Deacons—and 
one to that of priest. In the even- 
ing the rite of confirmation was 
administered to about sixty persons. 
Extracts from the journal of the 
convention, and from the minutes of 
the Education Society for Maryland 
and Virginia, which met on the 11th, 
at the same place, will be given in 


| 


} 


| 
| 


given in subsequent numbers. 





the next number. 


| 





The | testant Episcopal Church commen- 
truly ey vangelical | ced its triennial session in St. James’ 


Church, Philadelphia, on the 10th 
of May, and protracted it to the very 
‘unusual lencth of nine ays. Among 
the most interesting of the doings 
of this body were the organization 
of a board of missions for foreign 
and domestic puryoses—and the fo- 
cation of the Theological Seminary 
of the church, in New-Haven, in the 
State of Connecticut. Extracts from 
the minutes will be occasionally 
The 
convention adjourned to meet at the 
time svecilied oy the canons, in 
Philadelphia. 


been gratus - 








































